




The Amalfi Coast

& Capri
Dramatic Scenery and Glamourous Retreats

Stay in Positano
Le Sirenuse

he Amalfi Coast, south of the Bay of Naples,
can claim to be Europe's most magnificent
stretch of coast. It's not just its breathtaking

scenery but also the glamorous resorts hidden
away on the spectacular corniche that winds its
way past lemon trees, olive groves, vineyards and
tiny villages clinging on to jagged cliffs that plunge
straight into the sea. 

Every turn along the Amalfi Coast brings you to
another legendary destination, be it Positano,
Sorrento, Ravello or Amalfi itself. Virtually cut off
from the rest of the world until the mid-19th
century, when a road was built linking all the
villages along the coast, this unique region was first
discovered by the aristocratic Grand Tourists of
Europe, who made the Costiera Amalfitana an
obligatory stop-off. By the 1950’s the coast was

drawing a new elite in the form of writers and
movie stars - all seeking the perfect hideaways.
Today it remains the ultimate romantic getaway.

Close by, just off the tip of the Amalfi peninsula,
between Cape Miseno and Amalfi, a great rock
soars like a dream lost in the cobalt blue sea that
surrounds it. This Mediterranean jewel, yearned for
and exalted in some of the world's most famous
lyric poetry, is the island of Capri.

For most the final leg of the journey to Capri is made
by sea, but for true style (and with light luggage!)
helicopter transfers are easily arranged. Once there
the magic of Capri begins to do her work. 

T
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Above: The Feraglioni Rocks, Capri

Left: Marylyn Monroe Suite at Capri Palace Hotel & Spa

Below Left: La Grotta Azzurra - The Blue Grotto

Below: Hotel Caruso in Ravello

Below Right: Hotel Santa Caterina in Amalfi

Top Right: Positano

A unique luxurious hotel occupying an
18th-century villa, is still privately owned by
the family of the Marchesi Sersale. The hotel
is centrally located in one of the most
desirable hillside vantage points in
Positano, overlooking the beach and the
majolica covered dome of the  town’s
impressive Cathedral. 

Stay in Amalfi
Santa Caterina

A beautiful, elegant property
located one kilometre from the
centre of Amalfi, this
traditional hotel is set in
extensive terraced gardens
high above the Mediterranean.
A lift connects the hotel to the
sea below and salt-water
swimming pool. 

Stay in Capri
The Capri Palace Hotel & Spa

From its position on the heights of Anacapri,
the most exclusive and unspoilt part of the
island, the 79 rooms of the Capri Palace
Hotel & SPA, offer breathtaking views over
the surrounding sea, a panorama
spectacularly framed by the Bay of Naples
and the islands of Ischia and Procida
creating a masterpiece of natural beauty.  

Stay in Ravello
Hotel Caruso

A shining star in the impressive Orient-Express Hotels
portfolio. Hotel Caruso is located high up in the heart of
Ravello, with breathtaking views of the Amalfi coastline and
the Mediterranean. The 54 bedrooms are all beautifully
decorated with luxurious furnishings and colourful
Mediterranean tones. A romantic haunt that has attracted
screen idols including Greta Garbo and Humphrey Bogart.
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iscover this year’s most eagerly awaited resort
opening on the southern shores of the
Mediterranean’s most enchanting island.

Occupying a 230-hectare property, a vast, rolling valley
of lemon trees and olive groves between the
mountains and the Mediterranean, Verdura brings
together the talent and experience of some of the
world’s best hotel, golf course and spa designers, who
have used the vivid Sicilian setting as the inspiration for
their new and contemporary work here.

Verdura offers a new kind of Mediterranean
experience: With a maximum of only around 400
guests at any time, and 1.8km of private beach, it will
never seem crowded. The resort can be characterised
as luxurious but restrained; Sicilian with savvy;
private but well-connected; relaxing but energetic.
It’s a hot, five-star holiday destination for singles,
couples, families or groups who love the sea, sport,
spa and Sicily.

Verdura offers 203 stylish rooms and suites which arc
out from the centre. These are divided between
two types of building: Courtyard (close
to the central reception and
dining area) and
Landscape. These
are slightly

below the Courtyard Buildings so as not to obscure the
view, closer to the sea and grass landscaped into the
contours of the valley as it slopes downwards towards
the sandy beach. Every room without exception has a
sparkling, uninterrupted view of both the sea and the
golf course from its private terrace.

The Sicilians set great store by their own cuisine. Across
Verdura’s four restaurants, menus by Michelin-starred
Chef Franco Maddalozzo will feature indigenous
ingredients – lots of fresh fish, citrus fruits, olives, mint,
honey, almonds – in light, healthy Mediterranean dishes.
Special menus have also been designed to introduce
children to Sicilian-Italian cuisine.

Understanding that, for families, the holiday adventure
starts the moment they set foot in the resort, Verdura
has devised clubs for younger children, activity
programmes which are not too structured for
teenagers, a fully-equipped, professionally-managed
crèche for babies and infants from six months, and
flexible babysitting services should parents wish to go
out. Teenagers and older children will love being able to
‘free-range’ around the resort, which is car-free and

totally secure, using its 60m two-tiered swimming
pool, six floodlit tennis courts, golf, private

beach, watersports, bicycles and
other games facilities to their

hearts’ content.
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Rocco’s Sicilian Retreat
After many successful ventures with luxury city hotels, Rocco Forte launches
his first resort in June in Southern Sicily

D

Top left to right :

1. Glorious golf terrain 3  Landscape Suite Living Room

2. Landscape Suite Bedroom 4  Reception at the Old Railway 
Station Building

Main image: Dusk over the Aeolian Islands

The Spa has a 170 square-metre,
state-of-art gym with every piece
of equipment you need to stay in
shape, as well as a 20-metre
indoor lap pool. You can unroll
your mat at a yoga class, either
indoors or outdoors at the
Oriental-style yoga platform, and
explore the resort grounds by
bicycle or along several jogging
routes.

Relaxation

Leading golf architect Kyle Phillips,
renowned for his championship
courses including The Grove in
England, has designed a series of
courses that wind through the
beautiful landscape. There are two
championship 18-hole courses
and a 9-hole course, all set amid
olive and orange groves and with
spellbinding views of the azure
Mediterranean Sea.

For non-golfers the resort offers
many alternative activities
including tennis and extensive
watersports facilities.

Recreation

The area around the Verdura Golf
& Spa Resort offers a fascinating
glimpse into Sicilian life and
culture including some of
Europe’s finest classical sites like
the Valley of the Temples at
Agrigento and the spellbinding
Greek temples at tranquil
Selinunte. Dine on the quay at
the local fishing port of Scaccia
or indulge in the exploration of
local vineyards.

The Local Area
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Rhodes...
Greek Island of the Collossus, Crusaders,
and copious year-round sunshine 
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or centuries the Island of Rhodes has been at
the forefront of Mediterranean history. It has
changed hands many times confirming its

strategic position between Asia and Europe. Each
culture has left an indelible mark on this colourful island.

In 1988 UNESCO made the Medieval Old Town a
world heritage site. There has been a city since 408
BC. Built at the northern end of the island sheltered
by the mountains of the Turkish coast the harbours
have been a trading centre for centuries. Richard the
Lionheart came to Rhodes in 1190 AD and the city as
it stands today was rebuilt by the Knights of St John.

The influences of many cultures have imbued the
island with a relaxed, diverse and cosmopolitan
environment that draws an ever more sophisticated
visitor.  As the third largest island in Greece it also
boasts a varied landscape. This ranges from verdant
mountains with rivers and springs to arid rock
formations. There are picturesque villages like
Lindos (pictured above), archaeological sites, large
bays and small coves. As a sunshine destination
Rhodes has a reputation as the sunniest island in the
Mediterranean - a great place to escape to.

F
ucked away in the quiet village of Lardos on the
south-eastern tip of the island near the village
of Lindos, Lindian Village is a stylish resort

designed to reflect traditional Greek architecture.

‘Complete privacy in absolute style’ is the only
preserve here, with its impeccable beach side
location, luxurious accommodation and a wide
range of quality facilities the resort never feels
overcrowded.

Stylish Aegean-style rooms offer superb terraces
nestled amidst lush greenery, luxurious Junior
Suites boast living rooms, private terraces and an
open-air Jacuzzi, whilst the Suites offer complete
privacy with lavish living rooms, opulent four-poster
beds and a private garden with sundeck and
swimming pool.

A choice of five restaurants offers a varied
gastronomic fare from traditional Greek to exotic
Thai.  Various bars also ensure that refreshments are
on hand all the way down to the beach front. Relax
by the glistening swimming pool near the
waterfront or head to the Lindian Village Spa

T

...Lindian Village
Complete privacy in absolute style

offering bespoke health and beauty treatment, an
oasis for total relaxation, the ultimate in pampering
and the best in therapeutic treatments. Relax in the
pool, sauna, Hammam, Jacuzzi or unwind with a Yoga
session.

There is as much or as little to do as you please at
Lindian Village, pick up exquisite gifts and souvenirs at
the Arcade Shopping Centre, enjoy a game of tennis
on the floodlit courts, head to the nearby Aphandou
Golf Club Resort for a round of golf or enjoy selection
of water sports down on the shore.

1. Historic Lindos Village 4  Al Fresco dining at Astroscopus Fish and Oyster Bar

2. Pool Suite 5  The main pool

3  Junior Suite with Jacuzzi 6  Junior Suite bedroom

1
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ocated on the west coast of Tenerife, in the rural area of Guía de Isora, Abama
Golf & Spa Resort is a wonderful Moorish-style retreat where you can escape
from the bustle of daily life.

One of the resort’s most impressive features is the 2,500 square metre “Out of
Africa” inspired Wellness & Spa Centre. At the heart of the spa is the Abama Spa
Experience, which is based on the Roman tradition of sequential thermal bathing
and includes various hammans, saunas, plunge and hydrotherapy pools and
even a snow cabin. Experience the healing properties of The Kneipp Walk,
which combines the vitalising changes of warm and cold water with the
physical stimulation of pressure massage. Walk slowly through the stream
and feel its energising effect. The changing of cold and warm water
releases thermal stimulation which encourages blood circulation and
eases aches and pains.

There are now fourteen treatment rooms at the Spa, relecting the
popularity of the facilities. In addition guests will be able to select
special dishes specifically designed to compliment their spa regimes
at all the restaurants in the resort.

Accommodation at Abama has also been enhanced as they now have 3
amazing two-bedroom suites/penthouse in the Citadel (one with roof-top
pool). These suites are one of a range of accommodation options ideally suited
for families or VIPs.

bama Golf & Spa Resort childrens' club has a
brand new addition: Baby Abami, catering
for children from as young as 6 months old.

From Tuesday until Sunday from 10am until 6pm
baby-sitting and indoor activities are available for
children aged between 6 & 36 months at a cost of
€15 per hour, €50 for 4 hours and €80 for 8 hours.

Club Abami for children aged from 3 to 12 years
offers indoor and outdoor activities along with
snacks and meals in the club from Monday until
Sunday between 10am and midnight. All services
are on a complimentary basis.

Teen Club for 12 to 18 year olds is available during
school holidays and periods of high hotel occupancy
with outdoor and  indoor activities, once again these
services are available on a complimentary basis.

The Times has described Abama as a “Luxury resort
where kids are VIPS” whilst The Sunday Telegraph
has voted the five-star  property as one of the best
family resorts in the world.

A

The brand new children’s programme
at Abama caters for all ages...

...leaving the grown ups to indulge in the fabulous spa
facilities and the new wellbeing programme

Child’s Play and Adult Pleasures

at  ABAMA
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Above & left: Child care at Abama Upper right: Imperial Penthouse roof top pool

Right: Hydrotherapy pool

Far  right: The beach at Abama



The Calabash Hotel & Villas
Grenada’s most distinguished boutique resort keeps on getting better...

he Calabash is one of the enduring success
stories of luxury Caribbean accommodation.
It exudes informal elegance underpinned by

friendly service in an attractive tropical setting.

The hotel is set right at the head of L’Anse aux
Epines (“Prickly”) Bay, a deep cove cut into the
southern shore of the “Spice” island of Grenada. It
is laid around a heart of lawn, a large stretch of
neatly trimmed grass that is dotted with the
occasional palm and other tropical plants. It is
particularly attractive at night, when the tropical
greenery is under-lit and you can see through the
palm trunks to the dotted lights of yachts in the
bay. 30 suites surround the lawn in a semi-circle of
two-storey cottages, looking across it and down
to the beach.

In recent years British owner Leo Garbutt has kept
his finger on the pulse of the resort’s development
ensuring that guests get the optimum experience.
This has included a successful partnership with
chef, Gary Rhodes, who operates his first restaurant
outside the UK at the hotel.  The immensely
popular restaurant attracts diners from outside the

resort so it is always advisable to book dinner slots
in advance of the start of a holiday.

Offering a more independent option the hotel has
built several villas at Amber Belair.  Boasting
beautiful sea views and set within exotic gardens
these magnificent villas can accommodate
between 4 and 10 guests depending on the size of
villa. Each villa includes a housemaid but cooks are
easily arranged, and in addition to being able to
use all the hotel’s facilities, guests receive a
discount on food and beverages consumed at
Calabash, including Rhodes Restaurant.

Finally, in December 2008, the hotel unveiled its
new 2000 sq ft spa. The Heaven and Earth Spa at
The Calabash is located on a ledge overlooking
Prickly Bay and the hotel’s beach. The spa has three
treatment rooms, a Zen garden, a chill out area
with a fresh juice bar and a yoga pavilion.
Treatments on offer include Swedish massage,
aromatherapy, reflexology, Reiki, Indian head
massage, along with beauty treatments. A
delightful feature is the complimentary head, neck
and shoulder massage for all arriving guests. 

T
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Clockwise from top left :

1. Heaven and Earth Spa

2. Hummingbird Villa

3. A Pool Suite

4. Hotel lounge

5 .The Beach

6. Rhodes Restaurant
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The Arty End

of Manhattan

Soho 

Grand Hotel

Soho Grand Hotel’s design mirrors the dynamic, art-forward
sensibility of the city surrounding it. Interior designer William
Sofield incorporated neighbourhood materials and textures into
the romantic, eclectic space including a luminous cast iron and
bottle glass suspended staircase, exposed beams, and colossal
masonry columns—all of which create an environment that is
simultaneously classic and cutting-edge.  It has also re-invented
the conventional hotel bar concept and New York City’s notion
of nightlife by offering a stylish, yet approachable experience in
their uniquely designed restaurants, bars, lounges and luscious
outdoor spaces. 

The most deluxe and spacious of Soho Grand’s accommodations,
the airy two-bedroom Penthouse Lofts offer wraparound
terraces with incredible views of the Manhattan skyline, modern
living areas for entertaining or lounging, full-service wet bar,  and
custom-made and vintage furnishings and fixtures.

Trendy Loft Living

Tribeca Grand Hotel

The Tribeca Grand is located on a prime cobblestone corner
in one of the most affluent, sought-after areas in the city. Like
the neighbourhood itself, the Tribeca Grand Hotel is subtle
and yet luxuriously sleek; the hotel design is a mix of clean
classic lines with bold colour and style. The simple red brick
façade decorated with signature cast-iron detailing was
inspired by the materials that appear throughout the Tribeca
area. The Tribeca Grand’s triangular shape gives the hotel its
inimitability, most evident in the interior’s soaring eight-storey
atrium. The hotel understands that taste is as much a question
of location as it is well-articulated architecture and design,
which explains why the ultimate New York luxury hotel fits so
perfectly amoung its stylish neighbours.

The newly redesigned Penthouse Suite offers the paramount
New York hotel experience, complete with incredibly spacious
sleeping and living areas, rich, sumptuous décor, private
access to the exclusive Rooftop Terrace, and panoramic views
of downtown New York through floor to ceiling windows.

Lifestyle Experience in Tribeca
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pioneer in the industry, Grand Hotels NYC
was the first company to establish luxury
boutique hotels in the swanky downtown

New York City landmark districts of SoHo and
TriBeCa. Their unfailing ability to balance service
and style has been the key to their success and
continuously sets the highest standard amongst
hotels of its kind. Soho Grand and Tribeca Grand
Hotels are located alongside world renowned art
galleries, boutiques and restaurants and in close
proximity to many of lower Manhattan’s most
dynamic and cultured areas; Greenwich Village,
NoLiTa (North of Little Italy), the West Village, the
Meatpacking District, the Lower East Side,
Chinatown, Battery Park and the Financial
District.

The energy of neighbourhood's history, as the
19th century industrial centre and the 20th
century artists' refuge, is still relevant and can be
found in the former factories and sprawling loft
spaces reborn as upscale restaurants, chic shops,
and lavish residences. Both SoHo and TriBeCa
have become shopping meccas, with fashion
staples such as Marc Jacobs and Chanel. Artistic
roots still permeate the neighbourhood
including amongst the many galleries, The New
Museum of Contemporary Art and Deitch
Projects.  SoHo and TriBeCa are also home to
some of the finest dining in Manhattan, from
classics like Nobu and Mr Chow to trendy
establishments like Bar Pitti, Indochine, and La
Esquina. Tribeca is also home to independent
movie theatres and filmmakers. This is where the
Tribeca Film Festival emerged. 

The choice of accommodation in both districts is
excellent, so making this area your base when
visiting the “City that never sleeps”. 

www.grandhotelsnyc.com



et ready for the trip of a lifetime. The Royal
Rajasthan on Wheels is an imperial train that
operates 7-day tours across the land of

maharajas in western India. It is a landmark in terms
of luxury, comfort and service that recreates the
stately mode of transport enjoyed by indian nobility
of yesteryear.

The Royal Rajasthan on Wheels carries only a small
number of passengers in ultra opulence. The
ultimate accommodation is offered with two super
deluxe suites whilst more modest travellers will have

to make do with the remaining 13 deluxe cabins.
There are two restaurant lounges as well as an
onboard spa and boardroom complete with wireless
internet.

The interiors of the train are truly dazzling. The
deluxe cabins come with names such as Pearl,
Emerald, Ruby and Sapphire with attractive and rich
colour schemes to match. 

The train operates out of New Delhi on a
comprehensive Rajasthan itinerary that includes

Jaipur, Bikaner, Jodhpur, Udaipur, Jaisalmer, Chittorgarh,
Bharatpur and Agra. The state of Rajasthan is vivacious with its
colours and desert, well known for its national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries, adventure and living traditions. Add to
those the shopping opportunities, especially the handicrafts,
and it has all the makings of an unforgettable week of touring.

The Royal Rajasthan on Wheels runs from September until the
end of April each year. As the more luxurious sister to the well-
established “Palace on Wheels” we anticipate that this train
will soon become as popular so it is advisable to make a
reservation well in advance.
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Aboard the Royal Rajasthan 
The regal way to tour the classic circuit of Rajasthan’s finest cities, forts and palaces

Clockwise from top left :

1. Wind Palace, Jaipur 

2. Jaisalmer

3. Jai Mahal Palace, Mansagar Lake

4. Welcome aboard...

5. Deluxe cabin - Ruby

6. Super Deluxe Suite

7. Swarn Mahal Restro-lounge
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nly a select few vessels in the world have
the mystique to turn everyone's eye and
generate excitement and envy whenever

they sail into port. An authentic remnant from
another era, the square-rigged, 1931-built Sea
Cloud is just such a vessel. Managing to combine
the luxury and intimacy of a private yacht with
the history and romance of a sailing ship, some
consider a voyage on Sea Cloud to be not only
one of the best cruises in the world, but one of the
top travel experiences available anywhere.

Built for American cereal heiress Marjorie
Merriweather Post, the Sea Cloud was at that time
the largest private yacht ever constructed. Mrs.
Post spent years designing the ship and spared
no expense in its fitting out. Just to make sure
everything was perfect, a Brooklyn warehouse
was even rented where she constructed full-scale
mock-ups of the interior.

Today, Sea Cloud still feels very much like a

private home and boasts some of the most
attractive public rooms and cabins at sea. Days
are tranquil and relaxed, either spent on deck
under sail or at anchor in some of the smallest and
most exclusive ports in the Caribbean or
Mediterranean. Food and service are generally
exceptional, with meals often served on deck. The
ship's loyal staff (repeat passengers are quickly
recognised), the friendly camaraderie between
like-minded passengers, and the magic of the
billowing sails create an experience that is
impossible to duplicate.

Unlike modern, electronically operated vessels,
Sea Cloud is genuine, and all sail setting is done
by hand. Eighteen crewmembers scamper up the
rigging and perform dazzling acrobatic acts,
suspended over the ocean -- and your head -- as
they furl sails. With sailing one of the main
reasons people choose Sea Cloud, the engines are
used as little as possible, and itineraries created to
allow for sufficient time underway.

Under 

Full Sail
The Sea Cloud Experience  

O
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Sea Cloud is maintained to the highest
standards, and few ships can match the beauty
of her teak decks, constantly gleaming
brightwork and numerous details. In fact, the
level of detail in the construction is so great
that every vantage of the ship seems beautiful,
and every coil of line on deck becomes a piece
of art. Seen from afar with sails furled, the
rigging is fascinating in its complexity, but
with sails set, it is an evocative call to the past.

Cloud is part of a fleet of five yachts, including
Sea Cloud II and the new vessel Sea Cloud
Hussar, which will debut in Summer 2010.
Furthermore Sea Cloud Cruises is operating
two river yachts: River Cloud and River Cloud II.

The SY Sea Cloud is a four-masted, 30-sail tall ship, still at work on the
open seas. She was originally commissioned by the tycoon E.F.Hutton for
his wife, the heiress Majorie Merriweather Post, in the late 1920s. 

One of the largest sailing ships in the world, the Sea Cloud is 360 feet in
length. Her masts reach a height equivalent to that of a 20-storey
building and 32,000 square feet of canvas unfurl to create one of the
most magical marine sights imaginable. When the wind is unfavourable
the Sea Cloud can rely on her engines to keep to the sailing schedule. 

Launched in 2001, Sea Cloud II is a stunning vessel, built along
traditional lines, but offering deluxe accommodation. 

Built to accommodate 96 passengers in five star luxury, she offers a
range of beautifully appointed suites and cabins which are furnished
with great style. All accommodations have outside views and the
bathrooms, in light marble, are unusually spacious and extremely
comfortable.

The 136-passenger Sea Cloud Hussar, the fifth ship from the venerable Sea
Cloud Cruises, will debut in Summer 2010. At over 440 feet long, the full-
rigged, three-masted tall ship will be the largest in the world of its kind.

Onboard, passengers will find a lido bar and bistro; lounge; traditional
restaurant; library; spa with sauna, steam bath and relaxation area,
hydro-massage shower, treatment rooms; swimming platform; sun
deck; and gym. All cabins are ocean view and feature bathrobes,
slippers, hair dryers, TV's and direct e-mail access.

In the summer months Sea Cloud Hussar will be sailing in the
Mediterranean.

Sea Cloud

Sea Cloud II

Sea Cloud Hussar (from Summer 2010)



had never experienced anything like it. I was
standing in the blissfully warm shallows of a
deserted Thai island drinking champagne and

nibbling a caviar canapé – and wondered if I’d
slipped into a wonderful dream.

This was Caviar in the Surf, one of the highlights
of a relaxing beach day at the island of Ko Kood
and a high point of an exotic two-week voyage
from Hong Kong to Singapore with Yachts of
Seabourn.

The surroundings were stunning; the service was
top-notch; and the attention to detail and pure
pampering had all the hallmarks of a quality
experience – something that this luxury cruise line
prides itself on.

That had been evident from the moment I’d
stepped aboard Seabourn Spirit. The Far Eastern
heat and hubbub vanished in an instant to be
replaced by a cool, tranquil ambience, understated
luxury and impeccable service.

With just 208 passengers and 164 crew, there were
more than enough staff to take care of every
passenger’s need. Plus, with food, drinks and
gratuities included in the cost of the cruise, no one
needed to worry about running up a frightening
on-board bill.

Dining was a succulent treat with a choice of three
excellent locations. The main venue was The
Restaurant, where waiters gallantly linked arms and
escorted single ladies to and from their tables,
while Restaurant 2 had more of a bistro feel and
held wonderful Tastings evenings where diners
were served bite-size delicacies which really did
taste as good as they looked.

Not to be missed was Surf and Turf at the Sky Grill
where eating al fresco and overlooking the likes of
Bangkok and Ho Chi Minh City were the perfect
ingredients for a memorable evening. 

I loved the cosy, sociable atmosphere of this ship,
which was more reminiscent of a private club with

Caviar in the Surf
Sara Macefield recalls a sublime fortnight aboard
Seabourn Spirit in the Far East

I

Clockwise from top left :

1. Caviar in the Surf

2. Balcony Suite

3. Observation Lounge

4. Lobster Lunch

5 .Sepak Dancers

6. Jacuzzi on Deck
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crew members addressing passengers by name
and even remembering their favourite tipples.
Intimate touches like this helped to personalise the
whole Seabourn experience – but there was so
much more too. Take the complimentary “massage
moments” on deck where therapists provided a
wonderfully relaxing diversion.

Then there were the customised tours ashore and a
private reception for guests in Ho Chi Minh City
where, on our return to the ship, we were greeted
with a red carpet welcome as the crew lined up on
in a guard of honour. 

I marvelled at such attention to detail. Seabourn
may be one of the smallest cruise lines afloat, but it
is clearly a giant when it comes to looking after its
passengers – and it will spoil you for anything else.

*Seabourn Pride will be cruising Asia in winter 2009/10 and
2010/11 offering sailings between Vietnam and Thailand
and around Japan, Korea and China. 
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World News

India’s first Tiger Circuit is
complete

Taj Safaris' fourth jungle lodge, Banjaar
Tola, is now open, marking the completion
of India's first tiger circuit. It is situated on
the edge of the Banjaar River overlooking
Kanha National Park.

Banjaar Tola is a collection of two camps
(each with nine tented suites), spacious
guest areas, swimming pool,
comprehensive library and plenty of places
for al fresco dining.

Daily safari excursions include interpretive
morning and evening drives in the jungle
with expert andBEYOND*-trained naturalists
and tiger viewing by elephant. Kanha is one
of India's largest national parks, covering
750 square miles, located in the Maikal Hills
of the Satpura Hill range in the southeastern
part of the state of Madhya Pradesh.

*andBEYOND was formerly CC Africa

Angsana Velavaru, located in the
pristine South Nilandhe Atoll, is set
to unveil new standards in resort
living. In July 2009, it will launch the
first standalone collection of water
villas in the Maldives that is not on
an island. This exclusive cluster of 34
InOcean Villas, together with a
dedicated Italian restaurant and bar,
is located one kilometre away from
the island of Velavaru. A first in the
Maldives, the "floating resort" is
perched in the middle of the Indian
Ocean,

Perched on a hilltop overlooking
one of the most beautiful beaches
in Seychelles, Four Seasons
recently opened its latest hotel. 

The design of the new resort takes
full advantage of the pristine,
tropical landscape with villas
scattered at many levels across the
hillside of the 170 acre plot, with
buggies offering the most effective
mode of transport between the
villas and the main resort buildings
and the wonderful beach. For the
best views a visit to the hilltop spa
is a must.

Let the agent do the research The advantages of the current economic downturn is that so many hotels
and tour opoerators are keen to attract business. One of the best ways 
to do so is to make sure that travel agents are aware of the latest deals. 
Talk to your agent and let them find you the ideal package. 

A secure booking - The demise of airlines and tour operators has been regular news over the
Finacially and with support last year as has been the plight of travellers left stranded abroad or out of

pocket before the holiday had even begun! The danger of using non-
bonded booking channels is especially risky in this economic climate so 
the best advice will always be to use a bonded travel agent. They will also
be there for you, should you be caught up in unforeseen events abroad.

Maldives “floating resort”

Four Seasons Resort opens in Seychelles

-  The advantages of using a travel consultantThe Canny Traveller

CLARE went to CYPRUS to visit APHRODITE HILLS HOTEL and was
most impressed by the high quality of the hotel which will suit both
families and couples alike.  She also went to the Caribbean island of ST
LUCIA and completely fell in love with the luxurious and romantic
JADE MOUNTAIN HOTEL.

SALLY did a fabulous tour around KERALA in Southern India which
included a night on a rice barge in the backwaters staying at some
unique Indian owned hotels full of character.  She flew back via
Mumbai for a few nights at the Taj Hotel which was the perfect end
to a memorable trip.  She is currently in MALAYSIA and will report
back on that in our next newsletter.

CAROLINE skied in ZERMATT and has returned an experienced
mountain restaurant critic rather than skier !  She  then went on a  family
skiing holiday to VERBIER, a far more challenging ski destination and
more orientated towards the younger generation.  She adds these two
excellent resorts to the many that she has already visited.  Those
wishing to experience Europe by car might be interested to know
about the new Brittany ferry service from Plymouth to Santander which
Caroline tried out on a recent Goodwood Car Rally travelling through
northern Spain, the Pyrenees and France where she stayed at the
exquisite HOTEL DE LA CITE in CARCASSONNE before continuing on
through Provence to Monte Carlo.

DIANA visited DUBLIN, one of the great Georgian cities of Europe, a
wonderful lively city only a short plane hop from the UK.   She has just
returned from the British Virgin Islands visiting five completely different
Caribbean properties on three different islands. PETER ISLAND, the
largest privately owned island with glorious beaches, fine food and
superb facilities.  BIRAS CREEK accessible only by boat or helicopter,
delightfully secluded and a Relais & Chateaux property.  ROSEWOOD
LITTLE DIX BAY fabulous for families and enjoys an enviable location on
Virgin Gorda.  The BITTER END YACHT CLUB superb for those who want
to take advantage of the prevailing winds in the BVI.  GUANA ISLAND
privately owned and a sanctuary for wildlife offering wonderful walking
opportunities in addition to having a fabulous beach for those seeking
relaxation. Finally somewhere completely special, NECKER ISLAND
which was out of this world in terms of service, accommodation and
facilities.

GAIL has concentrated on long haul travel this quarter starting with a
five night visit to BORA BORA via Los Angeles ! A visit to the new Four
Seasons resort combined with a few days in the BEVERLY WILSHIRE
makes for a perfect holiday.  Next was a trip to ANGUILLA, an island of
breathtaking beaches and crystal clear waters. Not only does the
island offer visitors luxury villas and some fantastic restaurants but also
some lovely hotels.  CAP JULUCA and its dramatic Moorish design of
pure white pavilions  facing the mile long bay is looking absolutely
fabulous having benefited from a recent multi-million dollar
refurbishment of public areas and restaurants.  Plans are in place to
upgrade all the rooms imminently, which will put this hotel in a world
class category.  Finally, having won a prize to go a brand new resort in
the Maldives,  DIVA a very relaxing island with fabulous food, she felt it
was too far to go without seeing a few more of our favourite islands,
COCOA ISLAND AND THE FOUR SEASONS KUDA HURAA both of
which were exceptional.
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Emirates offers FREE nights in
Dubai for First and Business class

Business and first-class passengers travelling
with Emirates Airlines can have up to three free
nights in a hotel in Dubai as part of a new offer.

The Middle Eastern carrier has struck a deal
with luxury properties Jumeirah Emirates
Tower, Park Hyatt Dubai and Atlantis, The Palm.

First-class passengers will be entitled to three
complimentary nights, while business-class
passengers can enjoy two free nights.

The offer is valid on bookings until
September 30.

The Early Bird gets the best rates...
Regent Seven Seas Cruises in 2010

If you have been depressed
about the collapse in the
value of Sterling against the
US Dollar then you may be

interested in an attractive
exchange deal offered
on all 2010 cruise
bookings made with

Regent Seven Seas before
the end of June 2009 - They will
guarantee to convert US$ fares
at the preferential rate of $1.95
= £1.00. This equates to a
BONUS SAVING of 20-25%. 



I
was fortunate enough to have
the chance to visit India and
undertake a tour which would

appeal very much to the third or
even fourth time visitor to India.  

We travelled to Delhi, which is a
fascinating, bustling city comprising
Old and New Delhi, staying at the
iconic Imperial Hotel.  Once we had
finished exploring Delhi, taking in
the amazing Red Fort and the
market area on a cycle rickshaw we
headed down to Agra by train to see
the magnificent Taj Mahal and the
Agra Fort after which we enjoyed a
delicious lunch at the Amarvilas,
which is a welcome oasis of peace
and calm.  We then caught the
afternoon train to Gwalior with its
wonderful fort built atop a natural
rock fortress.  We rested overnight at
one of the Taj Hotel Group's heritage
hotels - The Usha Kiran Palace which
was very atmospheric.  

Continuing on our journey, we
travelled by road to the once
important city of Orccha situated
on the Betwa River.  There are
ruined palaces and temples close
to the river which have some fine
frescoes, unusual architecture and
excellent views which are all well
worth seeing.  

Onward again by road brought us to
the famed town of Khajuraho, which
is renowned for its erotically
designed temples which are
approximately 1000 years old and
for centuries hidden by jungle; only
to be discovered as recently as 1839.  

The final destination on our tour
was Varanasi, which is located on
the Ganges and is a major
pilgrimage site.  We stayed at the Taj
Ganges which is in a central location
set amidst lush gardens with a
lovely swimming pool which offers a
perfect place to relax and reflect on
the wonderful sites of the city.

India is a land of amazing culture,
contrasts and colours and my tour
certainly delivered a heady mixture
of sights …simply incredible.

Incredible..

INDIA
by Diana Twyford




