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P
rovence has always inspired artists with its vivid colours and

the dramatic contours of its landscapes framed against a clear

and deep blue Mediterranean sky. Fields of purple lavender and

the bright yellow flowers of the Mimosa trees signal the march of the

seasons granting the visitor a constant procession of shades.

Discover the rich artistic heritage by visiting the festive city of Aix en

Provence and the enchanting hilltop village of Saint Paul de Vence.

The former was the birthplace of Cezanne whilst in the hills outside

Saint Paul lies one of the finest modern art collections in the world,

housed within and around the contemporary Maeght Institute.

Baglioni Hotels owns two of the finest boutique hotels in Provence, one in each of our featured locations

(both are also members of Relais & Châteaux). The Villa Gallici sits in a large enclosed garden in the heart

of Aix en Provence within a 5-minute walk from the town centre. A private home until 1991, the property was

the recipient of a creative design makeover resulting in lavish and highly individual bedrooms many of which

open on to fine terraces or directly into the beautiful Italianate gardens. Be warned - this is a hugely popular

property so book well in advance.

Dating from the XVIth century, Le Saint Paul occupies prime position in medieval Saint Paul de Vence. Just

16 bedrooms and suites ensure an intimate stay for guests. There is a real sense of history and romance

about the hotel that is embellished in details like the magnificent vaulted ceilings and frescoes of the

main dining room. The hotel is a well regarded for its gastronomy and a meal on the terraces will

deliver the superlative tastes of provençal cuisine to the accompaniment of spectacular views.

T
he distinctive charm of Amsterdam is undoubtedly

the intricate network of concentric canals along

which lie terraces of gabled houses, the styles of

which were influenced by the need to house a hoist to lift

goods from the waterways and roads below. As a popular

short break destination, this fine old city offers the modern

visitor a cultural banquet of delights together with a

welcoming and liberal approach to life for which the

residents have become so famous for. 

The old city centre is a very manageable size and can be

crossed on foot in 30 minutes. Exploring on bicycle is very

popular and a canal boat trip is a must.

Perhaps one of the finest hotels in the heart of old

Amsterdam is the Hotel Pulitzer. Not the least because the

hotel is actually the amalgamation of 25 restored 17th and

18th century canal houses overlooking two of the city’s

most picturesque canals, Prinsengracht and Keizersgracht.

Reflecting the individual charm of the original buildings the

hotel offers 230 distinctive guest rooms.

The hotel’s prime location means that all local attractions

are in easy proximity. Marvel at the world’s finest collection

of Dutch masters at the Rijksmuseum, experience the

intrigue and secrecy of the Anne Frank House and admire

the finest collection of Van Gogh before retreating back to

the comfort of the Pulitzer - the perfect base for a weekend

of discovery.

Amsterdam
and the Hotel Pulitzer

Shades of Provence
...stylish retreats in the footsteps of the artists in Aix and Saint Paul de Vence

Al Fresco at Villa Gallici Medieval  location of Le Saint Paul

Villa Gallici

Le Saint Paul
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Much has been developing at Chia Laguna, a self-contained

resort complex on the southern coast of Sardinia.

Now comprising four separate hotels the resort will suit a

range of budgets from the brand new 3 star Hotel Baia Chia

to a range of 4 star accommodation culminating in the

flagship properties of Le Méridien Chia Laguna (Hotel

Laguna and Chia Village).

For the family the resort offers a wonderland of

opportunities in a sprawling landscape that culminates in

the sandy expanse of Chia Bay with its 6km beach.

Facilities are so comprehensive that there really is little

reason to stray from the resort apart from sightseeing. 

Childcare and activities for children are taken very seriously

at the resort, for which it has won international recognition.

The Hotel Laguna and the Chia Village are the two hotels

which are particularly recommended for families. In the Mini

Club and the Junior Club of the Le Méridien Chia Laguna

younger guests find themselves in a lively and colourful

world, rich in fantasy and amusement, with beach games,

treasure hunts, creative and manual activities, courses,

tournaments, excursions, dancing for children and a weekly

show where they are the protagonists. All the meanwhile the

grown ups are left free to enjoy the resort’s extensive

facilities (Golf, Tennis, Diving and Beauty Centre).

They say the sun shines longer on Portugal’s

Algarve than anywhere else in Europe and

Vila Vita Parc has been making full use of this

with its splendid clifftop location and 22

hectares of grounds.

The deluxe accommodation is spacious and there are a number of 2 bedroom suites ideal for families.

Dining is extremely varied with eight restaurants to choose from.

For the young ones there are 2 children clubs: Creche (for the 6 months to 3 years) and the Anabella

Kids Park (for 4 years to 11years). They are open the whole year, 5 days a week and during high

season 7 days a week.

Outdoor activities include golf and tennis. In the Health Club you may relax and revitalise your energy.

There is a heated indoor pool looking through glazed doors onto the verdant gardens. There is a sports

animator and you can try aerobics or water aerobics. You can enjoy the exhilaration of an ocean cruise

in complete luxury on the magnificent Vila Vita Yacht, offering every possible passenger comfort

Against a stunning backdrop of the Tramuntana

Mountains and facing the magnificent Mediterranean,

the elegant St. Regis Mardavall Mallorca is an exquisite

pièce de resistance embracing luxurious resort living.

The hotel has become a firm favourite with families as it

has excellent facilities to occupy young minds including

an indoor pool, large split level indoor/outdoor pool and

a separate children’s pool set in extensive gardens. St

Regis Mardavall Kids Club is aimed at children between

ages 3-12 and operates throughout the week with many

and diverse activities.

Grown up pleasures are of the very highest calibre and

once relieved of parental responsibilities there may be a

further parting of ways to take advantage of the

impressive Arabella Spa whilst partner heads out for a

round on one of the two nearby championship golf

courses (Son Mutaner and Son Vida).

In Search of...

The Ideal

Mediterranean

Family Resort

Chia Laguna Resort

St Regis 
Mardavall Mallorca

Vila Vita Parc
Resort & Spa 

Discovering the ideal resort-based family holiday might be likened to searching for the
Holy Grail. The concept promises so much on paper yet will it tick all the boxes. Pleasing
all the family is tough nut to crack as parents look for relaxation and the kids look for fun:

Family Holidays6
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Burj Al Arab
An iconic hotel distinguished as much by its extraordinary shape as its

extravagance and "seven-star" rating. Guests arrive either by helicopter

or by complimentary white Rolls-Royce transfer - VIP’s have their arrival

announced by a jet of flame at the bridge.

The Burj Al Arab will numb the senses but there is no doubt that few

hotels can be its match. It certainly fulfils another Jumeirah ambition that

the hotel can be the reason for the journey rather than the destination.

The 202 suites are sumptuous, smothered in rich velvets and gold leaf

and of course guests can select from a menu of 13 different cushions! 

Jumeirah
Beach Hotel

This 617 room hotel is a popular choice with families. Family-friendly activities include a children's club (Sinbad’s Kids

Club), family adventure playground and complimentary access to the Wild Wadi Water Park.

Sitting on the edge of nine hundred metres of private beach, its extensive range of recreational amenities include five

swimming pools and a host of watersports, including a PADI and National Geographic accredited dive centre. 

Many of the 25 restaurants are ideal for children, not least Go West, a lively Tex-Mex and burger joint with live country

music nightly (after 7.30pm). Children aged under four dine free and those under 12 receive a 50 per cent discount.

For those wanting something a little more exclusive there is an intimate oasis of just nineteen villas, Beit Al Bahar or

‘house by the sea’, which are tucked away amidst the beautifully manicured gardens of the Jumeirah Beach Hotel.

Jumeirah Bab Al Shams
The Jumeirah Bab Al Shams Desert Resort & Spa in Dubai was built to

resemble a traditional Arabic fortress. There is a great sense of daring deeds

and desert adventure about the unique setting. Known as 'The Gateway to

the Sun', the resort is just a 45 minute drive from Dubai airport and has to be

one of the most individual places to stay in the world. 

Nestling in gardens dominated by nine hundred palm trees, the

accommodation comprises rooms and suites in double-

storey buildings, some with interconnecting rooms

that will particularly suit families. Centrepiece of

the resort is the authentic Arabic Al Hadheerah

Desert Restaurant with shisha area, belly

dancer, henna painter and falconry displays.

Madinat 
Jumeirah

Madinat Jumeirah is much more than a resort,

it is a complete community. Built over three

years, the complex is vast, incorporating three

hotels, 45 restaurants and 75 shops. 

Despite the project's grand scale, the outcome is a harmonious and

tasteful combination. The architecture is beautiful, the ensemble having

been designed to look like a Moorish palace, and the buildings are made

of sandstone and topped with wind towers. A series of waterways

meanders through the resort, with abra taxis (a traditional form of

motorboat) available to ferry guests from place to place.

MINA A’ SALAM - Suites and guest rooms are richly adorned in Arabian

fabrics and artefacts, and all have balconies with sea aspect. Imaginative

pool areas border a wide open beach.

AL QASR - captures the magnificence of a Sheikh’s summer residence.

Extensive pool areas, a private beach and lavish Talise Spa are the focus

of recreations, while for children there is the wonderfully equipped

Sinbad’s Kids Club. 

DAR AL MASYAF - The traditional courtyard summer houses of old Arabia

have inspired the stunning two-storey houses that represent the resort’s

premium accommodation. Each house enjoys 24-hour butler service.

D
ubai has become one of the most important crossroads of the world. The region’s

development has been spectacular and the level to which its tourism infrastructure has

progressed is simply unparalleled. So, even if you are headed through to another destination

in Asia, Africa or to the Far East and beyond, it certainly pays to take time out in this glittering

desert and blue water wonderland.

When it comes to deciding on appropriate accommodation you need look no further than the

portfolio of Jumeirah Hotels and Resorts. In the space of 11 years they have completed a

staggering six “world class” resort and hotel developments in Dubai ranging from the Jumeirah

Emirates Towers in the heart of the city’s financial district to the desert retreat of Jumeirah Bab Al

Shams Desert Resort & Spa. Each project (and there are many more in the pipeline both in Dubai

and worldwide) seems to confirm the group’s ambition to create hotels that do not just aspire to the

benchmarks set by the world's finest establishments, but actually redefine them.   

Desert Resort & Spa
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T
hink of China and you think of some of the

most famous sights in the world. You can

walk on The Great Wall, explore the historic

Forbidden City and gaze in awe at the Terracotta

Warriors. And the magnificent Giant Pandas are a

highlight of any tour.

2008 really is a great time to visit China. Beijing

in particular has been given a complete

makeover ahead of the Olympic Games in

August turning it into a showcase for the world.

All construction is now finished and the city is at

its cleanest and quietest so staying there is even

more enjoyable.

During the Olympics the media will focus on

China and this will generate a lot of interest in

travel to China in 2009. But why wait? Travel this

year and beat the crowds! And the timing of the

Olympics could not be better. The Games will be

held during the heat of the summer and does not

clash at all with the best travelling seasons of

Spring and Autumn. September through to

November this year will be perfect for visitors.

Another reason to visit China now is to cruise on

the majestic Yangtze River. This spectacular four

night cruise sails through the impressive Three

Gorges, where dramatic cliffs tower above the

tranquil waters.The dam project is now complete

but the water levels have not yet reached their

full height. Go now to see the stunning scenery in

its most natural state.

And there’s plenty more great scenery in China.

A destination that is becoming very popular is the

countryside around Guilin. Here you can cruise

lazily down the Li River while viewing the

beautiful limestone hills that have inspired

Chinese artists and poets over the centuries.

After the half-day river journey stop overnight in

the picturesque town of Yangshuo. This delightful

location, nestled among the hills, is home to

traditional rice farms still operating today.

Wendy Wu Tours offers 20 tours to all regions of

China. One of the most popular is the Wonders

of China, a 16 day fully inclusive tour covering

the most popular sights of the country. It includes

Beijing, The Great Wall, the Terracotta Warriors,

a Yangtze Cruise, Chongqing Panda House, the

Li River, Yangshuo and Shanghai.

Another popular itinerary is the 27 day China

Highlights. This amazing value tour visits 8

ancient cities. 

All tours are fully inclusive of all airfares,

accommodation, transportation, meals, guiding,

entrance fees and visas for UK passport holders.

2008 is the time for China – go now!

with specialist tour operator 

Top: Great Wall
Above Left: Terracotta Warrior
Right: Panda
Far Right: Guilin Panorama
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T
he grand spectacle of the Olympic

Games will remind us all of the

considerable jump that China has

made in recent decades into the super

league of economies. The eyes of the world

will be focused on its capital, a grand city

with an immense cultural legacy and yet

also witness to a great rebuilding

programme that began with the cultural

revolution.

Beijing has served as the capital of the

country for more than 800 years dating back

to the Yuan Dynasty. The city has many

places of historic interest and scenic beauty,

including the Forbidden City - the largest

and best preserved ancient architectural

complex in the world; the Temple of Heaven

- where Ming and Qing emperors performed

solemn rituals for bountiful harvests; the

Summer Palace - the emperors' magnificent

garden retreat; the Ming tombs - the stately

and majestic mausoleums of 13 Ming

Dynasty emperors; and the world-renowned

and genuinely inspiring Mutianyu section of

the Great Wall of China.

Beijing is a fundamental component of any

visit to China 

S
hanghai is the hotspot of modern China; a

cosmopolitan city buzzing with the concept of

'lifestyle revolution', showcased in the

architectural temples of art, fine dining and

contemporary urban living on the Bund. The rapidly

rising skyline of the Pudong business district has

also reshaped perception of Shanghai in a mere 10

year period and offers a dynamic contrast to the

more classic river frontage of the Bund.

Whilst the city is foremost the financial and industrial

technology centre of China there are many treats for the

leisure visitor. What makes Shanghai particularly

attractive are the many different styles of architecture

and design throughout the city. Shanghai was once

divided up into different "Concessions" or districts and

the boundaries of these areas still remain today. The

famous, Bund  was home to the "British Public Park"

and this boulevard still retains many of its grand colonial

buildings, reminders of Shanghai's days of decadence

in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Seedy dealings have long

disappeared to be replaced by a new cosmopolitan

environment of gourmet restaurants and trendy bars,

although the once strident jazz scene is making a

strong comeback. 

Known as the 'Oriental Paris', Shanghai is a shopper's

paradise. Nanking Road alone offers 3.4 miles of wall to

wall opportunities where the world’s leading brands sit

side by side with more traditional Chinese wares.

Beijing’s First “Design” Hotel The Best Views in Town

The Emperor is

Beijing’s first design

style boutique hotel,

located on a quiet,

tree-lined avenue in

the heart of Beijing, a

short walk away from

the Forbidden City and

Tiananmen Square.

Though fronted by a classical Chinese brick

façade, The Emperor features a cutting-edge

interior conceived by internationally-renowned

designers, Graft Labs. Its 46 rooms, eight suites

and one Emperor Suite all boast a modern

aesthetic accented with traditional symbolic

touches, as well as wall-mounted flat-screen

TVs, wireless Internet and butler service.

The Grand Hyatt Shanghai occupies the top 24

floors of China’s tallest skyscraper, the Jin Mao

Tower (see main picture for the dizzying view

down to the reception area).

All 555 guest rooms feature stunning views of

Shanghai with floor to ceiling windows. The

Cloud 9 bar on the 87th floor is one of the city’s

“must see” experiences.

The space-age skyline of the Pudong District

Looking down to the reception at the Grand HyattThe Forbidden City
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T
he Orient. It's every bit as exotic and

enchanting as you imagine it to be. China,

Japan, Thailand, Vietnam and beyond; each

with its own unique culture, cities and landscapes.

What better way to experience the countless sights

of China than from the sea, on a luxurious Crystal

cruise?

Tianjin is the gateway to Beijing, the cultural and

political heart of modern and historic China. For

centuries, Beijing has played a major role in China's

imperial rule. It was Khubilai Khan, a grandson of

Genghis Khan, who reunified the Chinese territories

and transferred the capital to Beijing during the 13th

century. Beijing was not only a lasting imperial city,

but also a thriving trading city that served as the

easternmost terminus of the caravan routes of the

Silk Road.

Today, Beijing remains as it was centuries ago-a

great center of power and commerce. It is a bustling

metropolis of soaring high-rises, gaudy billboards,

teeming highways and a growing international

stature. Although a number of Beijing's historical

sites are slowly being preserved, many of the city's

ancient neighbourhoods have been razed in recent

years to make way for glitzy commercial

skyscrapers and apartment blocks.

Nevertheless, Khubilai Khan's imperial spirit

remains in the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square,

the Great Wall and the Summer Palace. Explore

these wonders and more on our exciting three-night

complimentary land programme in Beijing available

on two of our three exotic China voyages in 2009.

Discover new horizons with the World’s Best Cruise

Line; enjoy one of two 15 night itineraries sailing on

Crystal Symphony between Hong Kong and Beijing

exploring such diverse ports of call as Kobe, Osaka

and Hiroshima in Japan and Shanghai and Dalian in

China. Continue to immerse yourself into the oriental

culture with onboard enrichment lectures and Asian

language studies in the Creative Learning Institute

and savour the fine cuisine of Nobu Matsuhisa in the

newly opened Silk Road and Sushi Bar restaurants;

or alternatively relax and unwind in our Feng Shui

designed award winning Spa.

Whatever you choose to do, there is not better way

to discover the Orient than with Crystal Cruises. 

Top: Crystal Symphony in Hong Kong Harbour
Far Right Top: Sushi Bar at Silk Road onboard Crystal Cruises
Bottom Right: Afternoon tea onboard.

with Crystal Cruises

www.crystalcruises.co.uk

Crystal Cruises in the Far East
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I
f Thailand’s feeling a bit crowded,

fear not — this is the dawning of the

age of the Vietnam beach resort.

The Nam Hai, on the famous China

Beach, just outside of Danang, will

have you wondering why you hadn’t

thought of Vietnam before.

The short answer, of course, is that

there aren’t many places like the Nam

Hai. A hundred modern-minimal villas,

designed by the Parisian architect

Reda Amalou, stretch along the palm-

lined beach, each walled off for privacy,

and 40 of them with their own private

temperature-controlled pools.

Amenities include the full line of luxury-

villa must-haves: freestanding tubs,

separate rain showers, flat-screen

televisions and Bose sound systems.

Most are one-bedrooms, but the pool

villas come in sizes up to five

bedrooms — large enough to cater for

beach weddings and family reunions.

The villas would be enough for most

of us, but the Nam Hai comes with a

dizzying array of services as well —

not just a fitness centre and spa (with

eight Spa Suites) but three pools, four

tennis courts, and facilities for

basketball and even badminton as

well. Add two restaurants serving

Vietnamese and international cuisine

and fresh seafood, and you will

appreciate why Nam Hai, having

opened in December 2006, has

already received many accolades

including a place in Conde Nast

Traveller (UK) “Top 75” hotels in the

world.

NAM HAI, Vietnam

CHEDI, Chiang Mai, Thailand

CHEDI, Phuket, Thailand

Some Other GHM Hotels in Asia

The Chedi, Chiang Mai, a new addition to the
celebrated portfolio of GHM Hotels, is a
elegant retreat offering all the pleasures of
resort living in the heart of a historical city.

Strategically located on the banks of the
renowned Mae Ping River in central Chiang
Mai, each of the resort's 84 exquisite rooms
and suites boasts private courtyards, open
balconies and breathtaking views. 

Surrounded by azure waters of the Andaman
Sea and the tranquil coast of Pansea Beach,
The Chedi Phuket is the gateway to a tropical
island paradise.

108 thatched cottages sit cosily under a
canopy of coconut groves, where
landscaped slopes gently descend to meet a
private stretch of sandy shore. The appeal of
the spacious 89 one-bedroom and 19 two-
bedroom cottages is further enhanced with
private verandahs, secluded sun decks, and
handcrafted teak floors.

Pool Villa

Poolside

Bar overlooking main poolsBeach Restaurant

Bedroom

Water features at the Restaurant

View from beach up to main reception

Living/Dining room of a Pool Villa
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A
s you fly into Mauritius take a look at the

coastline and you will notice that the entire

island is ringed by a protective reef line as if

the island is wearing a pearl necklace. The bright

waters of the landside lagoons shimmer bright blue

against the deeper waters beyond the reef. 

This vision holds the key to the popularity of this

tropical paradise - an amazing 330 km coastline of

fine white, coral sand beaches dropping into

protected warm waters. It is no wonder it has

become one of the world’s most popular tropical

beach destinations. Look to the east coast and

here you will find the island’s newest, innovative

retreat - Anahita. 

Facing Iles aux Cerfs Island, lies a first-of-its-kind

Mauritian development comprising a collection of

luxury apartments offering all the facilities of a hotel.

The full development of the site will encompass 213

hectares along an undulating shoreline radiating out

from the central hub of the resort, La Place Belgath

and the Residences.

La Place Belgath is the waterfront village heart of

Anahita and it is where you will discover shops,

market stalls, restaurant, bar and cafe all just a short

stroll from the nearby Residences, which also

occupy prime location in the resort.

The two and three bedroom Residences, some with

sea view, are housed in stylish buildings featuring

solid timber and natural fibres. Each has a veranda

and step up infinity edge plunge pool, together with

every amenity from a gourmet fitted kitchen to flat

screen televisions, DVD and WIFI – all with private

butler service incorporating daily maid service and

turndown. Dining choices range from a la carte at the

waterside Origine restaurant, hearty meals at the

steakhouse style “Big Easy” at the golf clubhouse,

light meals at the café or meals prepared by one of

the team of personal chefs in your Residence.

The landscaping of the resort is inexorably linked to

the magnificent 18-hole championship golf course,

which was designed by Ernie Els and is managed by

Four Seasons. The course winds through the entire

estate affording excellent plots for existing and future

villas along the fairways. The final three holes offer

stunning views of the ocean, providing one of the

most beautiful finishing holes in the world.

With 6 km of shoreline and located in a huge

protected lagoon opposite the Iles au Cerfs water-

based activities abound, including deep-sea fishing

and scuba diving. In addition to golf, on site there’s

tennis, off-site 15 minutes away horse riding, archery

and quad biking. Children will love the OurSpace

children’s club offering separate zoned areas with

related activities for different ages from 8 months to

13 years. The teens club will offer a wide range of

exciting on and off site activities also. 

New openings in MauritiusNew openings in Mauritius

ANAHITA

www.anahita.mu



I
f ‘grand’ and ‘relaxing’ are two adjectives that

can go in the same sentence, they’d be perfectly

positioned when describing Mauritius’ latest

luxury resort – The Grand Mauritian, A Luxury

Collection, Resort & Spa in Turtle Bay, Balaclava.

The resort, which will start welcoming guests from

the beginning of July 2008, is located on a beautiful

stretch of coastline in the North West of the island. If

the hotel is stunning, then its location is breathtaking.

To the rear of the property are the lush, green sugar

cane fields that sway in the sea breeze and cascade

down the slopes of the extinct volcanic mountains to

embrace the rear of the hotel. To the front of the

resort the Indian Ocean, a myriad of subtle tones

blues and greens, gently laps against the natural

coastline of the Grand Mauritian. 

Mauritius has a diverse colonial legacy, first the

Dutch, then the French and finally the British all left

their mark, and it is from this colonial past that the

hotel has borrowed many of its designs concepts.

The Villas of the Hotel, all 15 of them, are named

after colonial houses dating back as far as the 18th

century, some of which have long since

disappeared. Within these villas a total of 193

lavishly decorated guest rooms can be found with

every room possessing exceptional views to

enhance the luxurious surroundings. Other

comforts within such as marble bathrooms, cable

TV and high-speed internet access and state-of

the-art VOD (video on demand) bring the 21st

century in touch with the colonial past.

In addition to her colonial roots, the island is home

to Chinese, French, Indian, Creole and Tamil

people, creating a fascinating and exotic melange

of races. This blend of nationalities contribute to a

rich and diverse cuisine, with exotic dishes that will

give your taste buds a veritable world tour. This

blend of international and local cuisine is recreated

by the Head Chef of the Hotel, Stephane Brallet, an

award winning chef who delivers through the three

world class restaurants, Season, Brezza, and

Reflections, an explosion of tastes for all palates.

The Grand Mauritian certainly promises grand

relaxation in idyllic surroundings. Perhaps, for spa

junkies, the best news is the resort’s spectacular

Mandara Spa. This world-renowned spa company

marks its own debut on the island with the spa at

the Grand Mauritian. A number of private spa suites

have been created, where guests can indulge in the

expansive selection of treatments that will refresh,

Clockwise from left:

1. Dramatic and beautiful landscapes...
2. Reflections pool
3. Deluxe Twin Room 
4. Ocean view from terrace
5. Front facade
6. Brezza Restaurant and main pool

New openings in Mauritius20 21New openings in Mauritius

The Grand Mauritian

revive and relax. And if that isn’t enough to make

you feel totally at peace, each Spa suite will

feature its own dedicated Butler service, making

lifting a finger probably the most exercise you will

be asked to do.

Families will revel in the resort’s facilities and this

could certainly be a serious contender for your

summer 2008 hit list. The pound has remained

stable against the Mauritian Rupee over the last

12 months so offering far more value than Euro

based choices. There will also be some special

offers available until the end of September ...so

the message to all our readers is clear - there may

never be a better time to visit The Grand Mauritian

than Summer 2008. Call now for further details

and availability.

The Grand Mauritian Resort and Spa is the newest addition to the
Luxury Collection, a series of hotels that evoke high standards of
service, cuisine and architecture. 



on “shopping” Chinese style

It pays to know some key phrases for when you hit

the markets, small shops or are accosted by street

peddlers in Shanghai, Beijing and other stopoffs:

Beginning the negotiation...
Smaller shops tend to leave goods unmarked inviting
the question
“How much does this cost?” - Duo Shao Qian

The time for negotiation has arrived...
“It’s too expensive” - Tai Gui Le

Generally, after you tell the shopkeeper that something is too
expensive, they’ll hand you a calculator where you can plug in how
much you want to pay for a certain item. Let the haggling begin.

You notice a small defect...
Could this be a strategy to lower the price further
“It’s broken” - Huai Le

You reach agreement and purchase is made and you show
gratitude...”Thank You” - Xie Xie

Of course if you want none of this to happen in the first place you

can just tell them “DO NOT WANT” - Bu Yao - Very Useful! 

Indigo Pearl
A new jewel in the crown of Phuket resorts

Sterling exchange rates have remained favourable against the

Thai Baht so a visit to Thailand offers excellent value.

Having only opened in 2007, the Indigo Pearl is now ranked as one

of the finest (and hippest) resorts on Phuket. Located in the more

remote north of the island, on Nai Yang Beach, this luxury resort

offers something a little bit daring and quirky in a landscape full of

design surprises and remarkable attention to detail. A selection of

rooms, villas, pool pavilions and suites all embody the Indigo Pearl

resort experience with surreal design underscored by deluxe

comfort. Special offers are available this summer using Singapore

Airlines & Far East Gateways. Further details on request.

WORLDNEWS22

The best holiday bargain?
South Africa

If you are concerned by the falling

value of the pound against the euro

then you should head to South Africa. 

Sterling has slipped by 16% against the

euro over the past year, making

destinations such as Italy and Greece

increasingly expensive. Over the same

period, however, it has risen against

the South African rand by 13%, to

15.25.

With a reputation as  a “world in one

country” this means that there are

wines to shame the finest clarets,

cuisine that is the measure of the old

world and hotels that are world beaters

- all in a scenery that offers stunning

variables. It’s not a hard choice!

Emirates adds Cape Town
to global network

A daily non-stop service between

Dubai and Cape Town now

compliments Emirates existing service

to Johannesburg. This extra capacity

will offer increased options for

travellers from the UK with the added

lure of a stopover in Dubai. 

CRUISENEWS
Getting into the relaxed spirit at Hebridean’s
private terminal at Stansted

Guests joining Hebridean Spirit and their private flight will

depart from the relaxing, luxurious and intimate surroundings of

the new private Inflite Terminal at Stansted. No other cruise line

is able to offer this service, which affords guests a seamless

check-in without queues and crowds.

The Inflite terminal is quite separate from the main terminal at

Stansted, and unless you are arriving by air, there is no need to

enter the main area at all in order to board your private

Hebridean flight. The Inflite terminal has an elegant and

contemporary design and when it’s time to board the private

flight, the aircraft is only a few steps away.

Expedition sailing with Silversea aboard
their  newest  vessel, HSH Prince Albert II

After her naming ceremony in Monte

Carlo and showcasing in London,

Silversea will kick off the first season of

expedition cruises aboard HSH Prince

Albert II with itineraries to the Arctic

Circle, Svalbard, Iceland and Greenland

finishing on the Eastern Seaboard of

North America, tracking the first Viking

settlements in the New World. 

She will then reposition down South

America’s west coast, reaching

Antarctica in time for the austral

summer. As you would expect for an

inaugural season launched this late,

the programme is priced attractively,

and fares include all drinks,

gratuities, and shore excursions. The

ship will carry 132 guests in 66

oceanview accommodations, many

featuring private verandas, and ranging

from 180 to over 600 square feet. Dining

will be at a single seating.

GAIL had a trip of a lifetime to Bhutan - a place

which has always been top of her 'wish list'.  An

article on this will appear in Travelspeak later this

year.  She also visited the delightful Villa

Mangiacane just outside Florence - a luxurious

Tuscan retreat surrounded by Vineyards.  Finally,

she has just returned from the unspoilt and

essentially very Italian island of Ischia, staying at

the L'Albergo della Regina Isabella. Ischia is

where the world renowned gardens by William

Walton are located and where classical concerts

are held on a regular basis.  This is where Jude

Law stayed during the filming of The Talented Mr

Ripley.

CLAREvisited Mount Cinnamon in Grenada

and was thrilled with the island and its natural

beauty, especially the waterfalls.  She also has

been to San Francisco and Palm Springs taking

full advantage of the favourable exchange rate.

SALLYhas just returned from exploring the

Ligurian Coast and Tuscany regions of Italy, staying

at some of the properties in the excellent Orient

Express portfolio - The Splendido and The Splendido

Mare in Porto Fino.  Outside Florence she stayed at

the iconic Villa San Michele.  Spring and early

Summer  is the perfect time to visit this part of Italy.

CAROLINE has skied in Zurs staying at the

stunning Turners Alpenhof for a long weekend

and also had a New Year skiing break in Zermatt

which she can thoroughly recommend as the

perfect all round skiing destination.  She also

travelled to Siena, Florence and Rome with

Kirker Holidays staying in Royal Demure Hotels.

All these cities make a perfect short break when

visited individually or all together as a longer tour.

DIANA flew out to vibrant New York City in

January, which is a very good time to visit both

for the sales and the cold, crisp weather which

makes sightseeing so pleasant.  She flew with

Silverjet which was a sublime experience, from

the designated check in to the point the plane

touched down in Newark.  The following month

she was lucky enough to be able to experience

the fascinating city of St. Petersburg with all its

fabulous palaces and art museums.  She stayed

at the Hotel Astoria which is one of the

prestigious Rocco Forte Group.  Another perfect

destination either for a long weekend or for a

longer tour taking in other towns and cities.
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W
e are always looking

for new and exciting

travel destinations for

you and believe that we have

come across a hidden gem. 

Everyone knows Capri and the

world famous Amalfi Coast, but

for those looking for an authentic

Southern Italian holiday, Ischia

and the Regina Isabella provide

an excellent alternative. Classic

Mediterranean weather, quaint

fishing villages, local wine,

wonderful cuisine, lush tropical-

like gardens, open air concerts

organized by Lady William

Walton and, above all, an award

winning thermal spa experience

are some of the treats awaiting

travellers.

Situated on Ischia – a lush,

volcanic island next to Capri in

the Bay of Naples - the Regina

Isabella is an exclusive, award

winning 5 star spa resort. The

hotel was voted 4th best thermal

spa hotel in the world by Condé

Nast readers this year.

Everyone at the Regina Isabella

from the owner, Giancarlo

Carriero, to the spa's medical

director, to the chef, is

passionate about their

contribution to guests’ well-

being. Nestled on a private

beach, framed by rocky cliffs

and Mediterranean pine groves,

the resort is next to the

picturesque village of Lacco

Ameno. In contrast to the

neighbouring island of Capri,

Ischia is quieter and more

tranquil.  A place to really kick-

back and relax.  

The Regina Isabella has 101

rooms and 27 suites, each

individually designed to reflect

the hotel’s Neapolitan heritage,

but with a modern twist. Most

rooms & suites are equipped

with hand painted Majolica tiles,

Murano chandeliers, pure linen

sheets, Bang & Olufsen sound

systems, modern art and ultra

modern upholstery. 

At the heart of Regina Isabella

and the island are perhaps their

best known features: the

thermal waters. Regina

Isabella’s spa is the only place

in the world where guests can

benefit from the healing waters

beside the sea. 

Gail has personally visited the

Regina Isabella and would be

delighted to share some of her

top tips.

Special offer: 

Quality Travel clients get

a free Antistress Spa

Massage when booking a

holiday in May, June,

September or October!

Authentic Southern Italy in Style
Ischia and L’Albergo della Regina Isabella




