








A Touch of lartan

From the buzz of the City to baronial country retreats
and a ride to remember on the Royal Scotsman

hether it's a view over misty lochs or a
W dramatic west coast sunset, a glimpse
back in time of Edinburgh's Royal Mile
or an aromatic visit to a famous whisky distillery,

Scotland will always be a country of great
contrasts possessing a real magical quality.

Appreciating her finest features in true style
makes Scotland an alluring luxury holiday or short
break destination and it is sure to tempt more UK
visitors to forego complicated and costly long
haul plans in favour of some homegrown talent.

Every August Edinburgh is invaded by the world
of theatre for its famous festival, but year round
the City offers the ideal gateway from which to
venture into the wilds. As Scotland’s capital
there is a rich offering of both historical sites and
contemporary shopping and entertainment. For
the most exclusive address in town we would

recommend a stay at The Balmoral, a superbly
located luxury hotel, part of the Rocco Forte
Hotels group. Located on Princes Street the
hotel occupies a landmark site within close
proximity of Edinburgh’s main attractions and
right next to Waverley railway station. With 188
opulent suites and stylish rooms as well as an
award winning spa it is not surprising that the
property won a place on Conde Nast Traveler’s
Gold List (US Edition) within "The best hotels in
the world for location" category.

From a nearby platform at Waverley Station,
jump on board The Royal Scotsman for a few
days of rail travel with a difference. One of the
finest collection of classic carriages make up the
ultimate mobile country house hotel that travels
along some of Scotland’s most scenic railway
routes. With gourmet cuisine, lavish
accommodation, dining & seating carriages and

Clockwise from top left :

1. The Balmoral, Edinburgh
2. The Rocpool Reserve, Inverness 6. Inverlochy Castle
3. Inverlochy Castle

4. Isle of Eriska

a range of excursions planned around a variety
of 2 to 6-day itineraries, the passing landscape
can be viewed in a most refined environment.

The splendour of Scotland’s rich and rugged
scenery includes over 10,000 km of coastline
covering both the mainland and a further 750
major islands mostly to the north and west of the
mainland. A perfect retreat for a stay on the
beautiful west coast is to be found close to Oban.
The Isle of Eriska Hotel, Spa and Island is a
unique combination of a 300 acre privately
owned island, a 5 AA Red Star hotel with just 25
bedrooms, a gourmet restaurant and a stunning
combination of outdoor activities and indoor
sporting facilities with a full service Espa Spa. The
Buchanan family are also consummate hosts.

Travel 50 miles north past Fort William and you
will discover Europe’s finest castle hotel located

5. On board The Royal Scotsman

7. Edinburgh Castle at Dusk

uniquely amongst the glens, lochs a
mountains of the West Highlands. Inverloc!
Castle has enchanted visitors since the 1€
century. Queen Victoria once remarked that s
‘..never saw a lovelier or more romantic sp
2009 will mark the 40th anniversary since t
estate’s changeover from a private home to
luxury country house hotel. Highland life do
not get better than this for the fortunate fe
with just 17 regal bedrooms and suites. i

Spurred by their success the owners have _“”
recently opened a second hotel, The Rocpool
Reserve, on the east coast at the gateway to Loch
Ness in the vibrant and picturesque city of
Inverness. If their former property epitomises the
quintessential baronial country retreat then the
modernist Rocpool is a daring contrast of
boutique city living that would make a refreshing
combination in a trip across the Highlands.




Safarn & surf

Chic retreats in Tanzania’s Selous National Park & Zanzibar

paradise. It is home to Africa’s largest parks,
densest animal populations and most famous
wildlife spectacles.

T anzania is vibrant, exotic and a photographer’s

In the north, two million wildebeest and zebra flood
across the Serengeti plains every year. There are tree-
climbing lions, magnificent rhino and clouds of pink
flamingos on glittering lakes. Away from the
savannah, mountains are entangled in thick rainforest.
Emerald leaves drip with dew, birds call, and the
shrieks of chimpanzees slice the air. In the far flung
parks of the south, glassy lakes are home to thousands
of hippo and crocodiles. Elephant swim to lush islands,
buffalo herds graze on open plains and wild dog make
dens in hidden woodland. Against this natural
backdrop, the Tanzanians themselves are warm and
friendly. Maasai herders walk their cattle across the
plains and in tiny towns there are lively markets under
rainbow-coloured umbrellas.

Finally, Tanzania’s islands are unbeatable. Strung out in
the Indian Ocean, the Zanzibar and Mafia archipelagos
are tropical and idyllic. Dhows laden with spices sail
over turquoise waters, whilst below the surface lie rich
coral reefs alive with iridescent tropical fish.

The Selous Game Reserve is one of the largest
areas set aside for wildlife preservation any-
where in the world.

The lifeblood of the Selous is the Rufiji River.
With tributaries that form an intricate network
of lakes, lagoons and channels, these water
sources attract an array of antelopes and preda-
tors such as lion and leopard. Crocodile and
hippo are plentiful.

A boat on the Rufiji River is the perfect vehicle
from which to watch game, especially during the
thirsty dry season months of June to October
when many animals are drawn to the water.

Apout Zanzibar

Zanzibar is an archipelago made up of Zanzibar
and Pemba Islands, and several islets. It is
located in the Indian Ocean, about 25 miles from
the Tanzanian coast, and 6° south of the equator.
Zanzibar Island (known locally as Unguja, but as
Zanzibar internationally) is 60 miles long and 20
miles wide. It is characterised by beautiful sandy
beaches with fringing coral reefs, and the magic
of historic Stone Town - said to be the only
functioning ancient town in East Africa.

Vivumo River Lodge, seous
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Set on the banks of the spectacular Rufiji River in
Tanzania’s vast Selous Game Reserve that was declared a
world heritage site in 1982. Only a 45 minute flight from
Dar es Salaam and a pleasant half hour game drive from
Stiegler’s airstrip to the lodge.

The Mivumo River Lodge consists of 12 opulent suites
decorated in an elegant colonial African style of a
bygone era incorporating local materials from the area.
The suites are spread out along the river to ensure
privacy and exclusivity.

Each suite consists of a luxury air-conditioned bedroom
and a lounge with private outdoor verandah offering an
outdoor shower and an intimate plunge pool.

/ Hotel , Zanzioar

The Z hotel is a chic, 35 room boutique hotel is located
on the northern tip of Zanzibar, blending elegant,
contemporary design with traditional Zanzibari features
to create a unique cool and relaxing environment.

Set in a lush, landscaped tropical garden with direct
access to white powder beaches and the warm waters
of the Indian Ocean, the Z hotel offers cool,
contemporary guest rooms and suites have all been
beautifully decorated and feature Travertine Marble
floors imported from Turkey, Italian designer bathroom
suites, crisp cotton bed linen from Egypt, sumptuous
fabrics from India and bespoke furniture exclusive to the
Z Hotel made from locally sourced coconut wood.



~rivate Kenya

The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille - sustainable
conservation and graceful living.

he Sanctuary at Ol Lentille is located in a
T pristine private estate within the 20,000-

hectare Naibunga Conservancy, which is
on the far northern escarpment of the Laikipia
Plateau in Central Kenya. From here, there are
fabulous views to the craggy peak of Mt Kenya,
the Samburu sacred mountain Ol Olokwe, the
Matthews Range and the Karisia Hills.

The private estate ranges over 3 000 hectares of
grassy hills and deep valleys, heavily wooded
with many acacia species and African olives. Its
sandy laghas (river beds) are bordered by great
stands of fig and fever trees. It is named after Ol
Lentille, a 1977-metre hill, from the top of which
(by an easy scramble) an astonishing panorama
unfolds. Ol Lentille is home to the endangered
African wild dog, as well as greater kudu, leopard,
striped and spotted hyaena and klipspringer.

What has been created at The Sanctuary is truly
inspirational. Guests can choose from four
architect-designed houses, each with unique
interiors and situated along the side of a wooded
rock kopje (hill).

The houses have been sited to ensure absolute
privacy, and all of them have their own sitting
rooms, dining rooms and butler’s kitchens. Some
have plunge pools, all have an eclectic mix of
gardens, courtyards and viewing decks. All
bedrooms have en-suite bathrooms. The Chief’s
House, which has an African minimalist style, has
three double or twin bedrooms. The Sultan’s
House, with its coastal Swahili touches under a
thatched cathedral roof, sleeps two adults and
two children. The Colonel’s House, which is
decorated ‘Campaign’ style, has two double or
twin bedrooms. And The Eyrie (or eagle’s nest) has
one romantic bedroom with a spectacular circular
bed. The whole property sleeps 14, with extra
beds possible for five children. Each house has its
own butler, valet, askari, guide and 4x4 vehicle.

While each house is totally self-contained, guests
also have the use of a spectacular ‘horizon’ pool,
the spa, a magnificent domed library, and the
viewing deck with a GPS telescope and bar.

There are no schedules or timetables here.
Guests can choose between horseriding, camel
trekking, day and night bush walks and drives,
and quad and mountain biking. For those who
prefer more sedate activities, there is bocce or
boules and swimming on offer, as well as
massage or simply relaxing in the inspiring
surroundings. There are even opportunities for
those who want to make a contribution to the
community development or conservation
programmes including wildlife monitoring work.

The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille is at the forefront of
community-based conservation tourism. The
local Maasai community owns the land and fixed
assets thanks to international donors, and have
entered into a long-term partnership with social
investors who manage both the guest facilities
and conservation. As a result, guests are able to
get a special insight into the Maasai culture.
International conservation organisations, such as
African Wildlife Foundation and Tusk Trust, have
hailed this as a model for sustainable
conservation and development.



Cape of "Good Living’

South Africa’s Cape Province offers a diverse selection of
the world’s finest hotels in a landscape of extraordinary

colour and drama.

two distinct regions of South Africa’s

southernmost Cape Province. Each has so
much to engage the visitor - but put together they
offer an irresistible combination of dramatic
landscapes, one of the world’s most popular cities,
amazing wine country, stupendous gastronomy
and a chance to enjoy the great outdoors. The
change of the seasons offer different reasons to
visit so it really is also a year round proposition.
With its excellent infrastructure it is also possible to
plan a self-drive holiday.

T he Western Cape and Garden Route refer to

With its iconic flat top Table Mountain greets visitors
to Cape Town with a spectacle that sets the mark for
the immense continent beyond. Approached from
the sea it is easy to understand why people have
called this sparkling metropolis the “City at the Edge
of the World”. What an introduction to the “Rainbow
Country” of South Africa!

Spend at least a week in the area to get a true taste
of all the nearby attractions. For the best view you
have to take a cable car ride or hike to the top of
Table Mountain, shop with abandon in the many
stores along the Victoria & Albert Waterfront, visit
Robben Island and Cape Point or take in a stunning
Cape sunset aboard an evening cruise. Africa is
famous for a celebratory “sundowner” drink, and in
Cape Town it is a serious obsession that precedes
the exuberance of the city’s famous nighttime

partying.

Travel a little further from the City and you will
discover the Cape Winelands. Established by Dutch
settlers, this area of fertile valleys surrounded by
craggy mountain ranges offers the perfect
environment and climatic conditions to grow some
of the world’s finest wines. Charming old
homesteads and grander manors built in the Cape
Dutch style are characteristic of the many vineyard
estates with the historic towns of Stellenbosch and
Paarl acting as focal points in the region. Many days
can be spent sampling the fine wines and indulging
in the haut cuisine. The area is renowned for amazing
restaurants like Le Quartier Francais in Franschhoek.

If Cape Town offers the cosmopolitan introduction
then the Garden Route offers the ideal outdoor
follow-on. The area stretches between the towns
of George and Port Elizabeth commencing 620
kilometres east of Cape Town, so it is advisable to
make adequate transfer arrangements. For pure
indulgence why not jump onboard the Rovos Rail.

South Africa's Garden Route, spread out along the
coast like a giant natural theme park, is a rich
tapestry of very large trees, freshwater lakes and
deep gorges. With some of the country's best
beaches and a climate that is perfectly suited to
playing outdoors this is where South Africans also
like to get away to. The coastal town of Knysna is
the unofficial capital of the region lying in a warm,
shallow lagoon that has also earned it the title of
“Oyster” capital of the world.

TW@‘V@ ADQSH@S Cape Town

Shaded by the Twelve Apostles Mountain range and facing
the Atlantic ocean, the Twelve Apostles Hotel is ideally
situated above Camps Bay, an outlying suburb of Cape Town
renowned for its Mediterranean laid-back atmosphere and
long white sandy beach - the perfect retreat from the city
centre yet only a 10 minute drive from the V&A Waterfront.

Luxurious guest rooms and suites make up this stunning
hotel with a breath-taking pool garden magically perched
above the ocean and the glorious Azure Restaurant offering
endless seductive sea-views.

M O HT R OC h e ‘ ‘ c Cape Winelands

Mont Rochelle Hotel is situated in amongst the beautiful
vineyards and mountains of the Franschhoek Valley,
providing a quiet retreat in a tranquil setting. Keen walkers
can exercise away the gourmet fare with a choice of several
mountain and vineyard trails.

The hotel itself is beautifully decorated, with elegant
chandeliers, comfortable and tasteful furniture, and large
windows to frame the views. Outdoor dining areas overlook
the vineyards - a great place to enjoy a glass of the cellar's
own fine wine.

p@ZU‘a Garden Route

Pezula Resort Hotel & Spa is the first luxury resort estate in
Africa. The hotel has a dramatic location set on cliffs
overlooking the impressive coastline, with the Knysna Lagoon
to the north, and the Outeniqua Mountains in the distance.

The resort includes the world-class 18-hole Championship Golf
Course, which offers an exciting challenge to amateurs and
professionals alike amid breath-taking scenery. Additionally,
the multi-sport Field of Dreams facility offers horse-riding,
tennis, cricket, cycling, mountain biking and hiking




KIds on Safarn

The pick of South Africa’s family
friendly game reserves and estates

aving seen movies like
H Madagascar, The Lion King

and The Jungle Book the
opportunity to see the animals in
the wild will appeal to younger
children. For parents, however,
practical concerns will always
temper their decision.

Two key concerns are the need for
protection against Malaria and the
short attention span before boredom
sets in with younger minds! Travel to
South Africa and you will be spoilt for
choice and location of “safari”
operations where children under the
age of 12 will be introduced to the
wild in a manner that will appeal to
them. Furthermore many of these
concessions lie in areas where Malaria
mosquitoes do not proliferate.

ShamV\/arij Fastemn Cape

The excellent television series, “Shamwari: A Wild Life” has raised the
profile of this “Malaria Free” concession to a wide UK audience. The
Reserve is ideally located near Port Elizabeth making it a viable
extension for any trip along the Garden Route (see pages 12-13).

The new Kids on Safari programme combines with appropriate
family accommodation at Riverdene Lodge to offer the ideal safari
experience for families with younger children. Upon arrival, each
child will automatically receive a Born Free Foundation certificate
and a fluffy toy. Special daily educational game drives for children
with their parents will be organized with specific trips to the Born
Free Centers and the Shamwari Film Studio.

Also, children staying at the Riverdene Lodge will also be invited
to take part in the special education programme at the Shamwari
Animal Hospital and Rehabilitation Center.

1
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U\USabaj Greater Kruger Park

Of the two lodges at Richard Branson'’s Greater Kruger Park retreat, the hilltop “Rock
Lodge” offers an ideal environment for the perfect family safari although parents
should be aware that anti-malarials are required for the area.

Whilst the grown ups and older kids can indulge in lengthy game drives
younger creatures will be more than occupied in the range of activities of
the Ulusaba Cub’s Club in and around Rock Lodge including treasure
hunts, fun lectures from the rangers, lots of games and special Cub's cuisine.

On arrival at Ulusaba all cubs will be given a Cub's Club Backpack which
contains lots of little goodies to help keep them entertained and to help
to educate them about the African Bush. In every cub's room there
will be a special welcome letter and a list of phone numbers they
can dial from their room so it is easy for them to get hold of other
members of their pride as well as the Ulusaba staff.

')
J&C\ S Safari Lodge, Madikwe

Jaci’s Safari Lodge in situated in the malaria free Madikwe Game Reserve
just an hour’s flight from Johannesburg, South Africa. This is often welcome
news to families preferring not to take anti-malarials yet still wishing to
experience a completely authentic African safari.

Children of all ages are very welcome at Jaci's. Children aged 10 and younger
sharing with their parents qualify for a special children's rate, which includes
child minders and the "jungle drive". Parents are welcome to come along
BUT must behave like children! Child minders look after your treasures while
you are on game drive and dinner is served at 18.00 in the dining room.

Children aged 8yrs and older are allowed on the adults’ drive and will be
given dinner in the dining room on their return from the evening drive. The
little ones aged 1 - 7yrs are taken on a separate "jungle drive" during the
day - this is anything from 1/2 an hour to an hour and a half depending on
the interest levels of the kiddies on the drive.

River Beno L odge, Fastem Cape

Located in a private section of the Addo Elephant Park, this superb 5-star
lodge is particularly recommended for families with very young children.
Big cats are not plentiful here, but the area has possibly the best
elephant-viewing in the world. River Bend has no age limits, plenty of
activities, and there is a leopard-rehabilitation centre where you can

get up close to the usually elusive cat.

The team is geared towards every need and children will be taken on
walks with their guide, baking biscuits with the chef or doing mini
treatments with the resident Beauty Therapist.



of properties in Mauritius (Le Prince Maurice &
Belle Mare Plage) and Seychelles (Lemuria)
will be chomping at the bit to book into their newest
venture in the Maldives when it opens in June 2009.

’: ans of Constance Hotels' superlative portfolio

Floating in the North Ari Atoll and shaped like a
curved dhoni (the traditional Maldivian fishing
boats) this five-star resort is a 20-minute scenic
seaplane journey or Thr 15min speedboat transfer
from Male International Airport.

Unlike many resorts in the Maldives, each of the
resort’s 86 contemporary style villas features a private
plunge pool (minimum 3x4 metres). In addition the
feeling of personal space is enhanced by extensive
private sun lounging areas, an Apple Mac mini
entertainment system, free Wi-Fi and 42" LCD TV's.
Villas also boast a sophisticated wine cooler, coffee
machine and waterfall showers in stylish and spacious
bathrooms. Guests can choose from either the over-
lagoon Water Villas or a range of island Beach Villas
cocooned in their own gardens. The double Storey
Beach Villas and Presidential Villa will provide the
ultimate luxury in a secluded corner of the island.

Constance Halavell Resort

Introducing the newest star of the Maldives

Whilst there is no doubt that honeymooners will
flock to the resort, it will also appeal to families. It is
one of only a few 5-star designer islands where
families are as happily catered to as chic couples.
Children (aged 4-12 years old) can be taken to the
free kids’ club, which will also take care of them until
10pm allowing parents to indulge in an intimate
evening meal. The Beach Villas are specifically
recommended for families with young children.

True to form, dining on the island will bear all the
hallmarks of the Constance pedigree with three
restaurants, Jahaz offering the main international
fare, the over-water Jing, offering Asian dishes with
a European touch and casual cuisine at Meeru, a
beach side bar and grill.

At the Spa de Constance - located at the heart of
the Water Villas - guests have the pick of six single
treatment rooms and four double rooms as well as
speciality Ayurveda treatment rooms, a Jacuzzi,
hair & pedicure salon and Chill Pool.

Should guests wish to supplement the topping up
of a tan with more strenuous exercise then they will
find ample opportunity with a tennis court and a
gym as well as an extensive choice of non-
motorised watersports or even some deep sea
fishing. The resort is near three of the best diving
sites in the Maldives (Shark Point, Maaya Thila and
Halaveli Wreck) and boasts a PADI dive school.

Constance Halaveli Resort really has it all!

Take advantage of some amazing opening offers from
June to the end of September 2009.
Contact us now for further details




The Source of Serendipity

Sri Lanka, a tear drop on an ocean of plenty

ri Lanka has often been described as an

emerald tear drop in the Indian Ocean and

by Marco Polo as “the finest Island of its size
in the world”. Immensely beautiful, spectacularly
lush and multi-faceted but with a recurrent political
problem that sometimes mistakenly deters the
more conservative traveller. This is their loss ..a tear
drop on an ocean of potential.

Few places or islands in the world have the appeal
of Sri Lanka. If you just want to lie on a beach and
relax there are few destinations that offer such a
high level of superb accommodation at such a
reasonable price. Indulge in the sheer luxury of the
Fortress for example in Koggala with its
commanding position on the southern coast & its
21st century features (A 5 star Per Aquum property)
for a fraction of the cost of their sister properties in
the Maldives. Authenticity, top international
standards & beauty at an affordable price with staff
that smile continuously and whom you are
infinitely tempted to bring back with you.

Travel into the interior of the country for a truly
rewarding experience. Witness the spectacle of the
wonderful Elephant orphanage at Pinnawela.
Arrive for lunch and watch over 100 elephants
playing in the river with astonishing abandon.
Climb the rock at Sigirya, the 8th wonder of the
world, 180 meters high in the cool of the early
morning and feel what it must have been like to
rule a citadel on an immense rock that commands
an almost never ending plain. Admire the wonders
of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa, previous seats
of majesty and power. The history and beauty of
their monuments transports you to another age.
Buddha's serene image predominates and mirrors
the serenity of the local inhabitants.

Journey to the lake city of Kandy, one of the most
memorable religious capitals of the world where gentle
mountain breezes throughout the year it cool and the
altitude lowers the high summer temperatures.

No visit to Sri Lanka though would be complete

without a trip to the tea plantations of Nuwara
Eliya or Hatton. There are also more waterfalls
per square foot in Sri Lanka than anywhere else
in the world and more leopards in the National
Parks than in South Africa’s Kruger. They may be
shyer and more difficult to see but with a
wealth of other wildlife, flora and fauna Yala
National Park in Ruhunu is worth the trek south.

Sri Lanka has a history that rivals Thailand in
terms of ancient capitals, colour and splendour.
The country has an extraordinary choice of hotels
that compete easily with some of the best in the
world and a country house network that offers
amazing personalised experiences for little more
than 100 Euros a night.

Sri Lanka has it all. Just a 9 hour flight direct from
London on Sri Lankan Airways it is remarkably
easy to reach, English is widely spoken, the
medical facilities are excellent and the Sri Lankan’s
love children so most resorts are family friendly.

The Fortress, Galle

A hotel fashioned in the style of a powerful fortress. Rising next to
the beach, the resort’s walls enclose verdant gardens and water
features, a spa featuring Ayurvedic treatments, a free flow swimming
pool, wine cellar, restaurants, boutiques and exquisitely appointed
rooms, lofts and residences.

The resort’s architecture forges historic Dutch and Portuguese styles
with the motifs of Sri Lanka. Galle’s most innovative resort experience.

The Kandy House, Kandy

The 200-year old walauwa (or manor house) is set within a six acre
estate on a forested hillside just a few miles from the ancient city of
Kandy. This captivating retreat that once belonged to Chief
Ratwatte Adikar is built around a cool courtyard; its rooms are
exquisitely furnished with antiques and open onto deep verandas
overlooking the garden that is a manicured jungle.

Ceylon "Tea Tralls”, Bogawantalawa

“Tea Trails” comprises three deluxe bungalows spread out over a
breathtaking mountain landscape. Accessible either by foot or, for
the lazy, by car guests are immersed in an unforgettable experience
with log fires at night, superb accommodation, a butler service and
exquisite food. Most visitors feel enticed to walk, but the trails are so
beautiful that you are barely aware of the distances covered. Revel in
surprise picnics in lost places, views that leave you breathless and
guides that bring Sri Lanka & their great tea heritage alive for you.
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The new look at The Datai, considered by many to be the finest resort in Malaysia.

he Datai always seems to impress its guests
T so much that you may find it hard to book
because the regulars are always getting in
there first! And this is not surprising because the

resort really offers the ultimate “de-stress”
combination of relaxed luxury and idyllic escapism.
Certainly, 16 years of inspired management by its
svengali General Manager, Jamie Case, has been
instrumental in establishing the resort’s reputation.

Perched above the glistening waters and white
sands of Datai Bay (Langkawi), the resort lies
camouflaged within the thick mantle of a tropical
rainforest. It is an organic masterpiece of design that
flows out from the main buildings into the thick of
the forest, where individual villas lie hidden away for
those that want a most private sanctuary. You
cannot help but be transported by the natural
environment, awaking in the morning to the sound
of soft jungle noises as the sun streams through
expansive picture windows or communing with the
local habitat as you spy a family of monkeys
scampering along the beach or the sight of huge,
brightly coloured butterflies flitting across your path.

This relaxing environment is complimented in the
subtle styling of the resort accommodation, which
has been the subject of a refreshing programme of
refurbishment to all room categories, which is now
fully completed. The rich lustre of polished teak in
airy bedrooms connect to ensuite bathrooms with
elegant marble finishings that combine to offer the
guest spacious and uncomplicated living areas
that ooze with minimal style and natural light.

Life at the Datai is conducted at an appealingly
relaxed pace full of luxurious treats. The resort’s
health club offers a sublime selection of massage
treatments. There are also three restaurants that
will cater for most culinary needs including the
Beach Club which specialises in evening
barbecues. The sandy beach is exceptionally
beautiful and secluded with a range of sailing
boats available for use. The pool at the beach club
is ideal for children, whilst the main pool is
restricted to adults. Golfers will love the
spectacular, nearby golf course and for those who
want to explore the forest can do so in the serene
company of the resort’s own nature guide.



World News

The “Beautiful Island” that is
Naladhu in the Maldives

The island of Naladhu is home to 19
intimate beachfront and ocean facing
Houses incorporating timeless colonial
design with excessive space and luxury.

Set on Velighandu Huraa amidst the
cluster of private island gems that
comprise the South Male Atoll, Naladhu -
Maldivian for "beautiful island", - is
designed to be as familiar as your own
home by the sea, drawing on rich
traditions, expansive private spaces and
unsurpassed luxury.

Naldhu comprises a collection of
luxuriously appointed Houses, brimming
with Sri Lankan influences, all with their
own infinity pools, spacious decks and
dining sala’s so you need not ever leave
your House if you want to holiday in
private.

Taj Mahal Palace makes
a staggering recovery

The iconic Taj Mahal Palace and
Tower once again welcomes guests
in style with the recent reopening of
the Taj Mahal Tower. It is a tribute to
the spirit and determination of the
people of Mumbai and more
specifically the courage of Taj
Hotels & Resorts that this has been
achieved so quickly. Five of the
hotel’s signature restaurants have
also reopened. Reparations to the
original Palace wing will take a bit
longer but is eagerly awaited.

Jammin’ in Jamaica at Blackwell’s new
“Island Outpost” resort

Island  Outpost mogul Chris
Blackwell's boutique hotel
collection has announced the
opening of Geejam in Port
Antonio, Jamaica. Located on six
acres of the lush San San Estate, the
property extends from the foothills
of the John Crow and Blue
Mountain chains to the Caribbean
beachfront. As well as luxury
accommodation, Geejam also
features its own private recording
studio, so clients can indulge in
some jamming sessions and lay
down some tracks.

et The Can ny Traveller -3 travel tips to beat the Credit Crunch

It pays to COMPARE -

MORE for your Pound -

Take a SHORTER holiday -

What is the best price that you can obtain for the same holiday. I t's
what a good independent travel consultant will achieve for you.

We are aware that Sterling has crashed in value against both the Euro

and US Dollar, but did you know that the Rand is even weaker

promising great value in South Africa. Other exciting countries with a

weaker currency are Iceland and Argentina.

Why compromise on quality when the easier solution is to reduce by a

few nights off your time away. You can always top up with a quality
short break closer to home (see “A Touch of Tartan” on page 6).

Special Interest News

Azamara - contemporary “country
casua

Ill

Little sister to the mainstream Celebrity
Cruise vessels, the experience on board
either of the Azamara ships (“Journey” and
“Quest”) is unashamedly 5 star deluxe.

At the heart of the differences between
Azamara and parent Celebrity are the
Azamara vessels themselves. Their smaller size
and high crew-to-passenger ratio produce a
more personalised and attentive level of
service than their large cousins. Other aspects
of the hotel departments onboard represent
embellish-ments over those same aspects on
Celebrity's ships. Butlers, for example, come
with every stateroom, from the lowliest inside
to the biggest, most luxurious suite. Onboard
lifestyle is more contemporary, with all meals
in all restaurants served open seating, and an
upscale casual dress code.

The shape of things to come
Skiing in the Himalayas

Although very much in its infancy,
skiing in the Himalayas is set to
tempt the more adventurous with
the development of the ski area at
Gulmarg resort, which lies about 1
hours drive from Srinigar in Kashmir.

touch to luxury ocean cruising
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CLARE had the opportunity of travelling down to Botswana which
she has written about on the back page of this issue of Travelspeak
and apart from this amazing trip she spent New Year in Florence
combining the luxury of a large city hotel a short walk from the
centre of Florence with a smaller more central hotel.

SALLY has just returned from a fabulous long weekend in
Istanbul staying in the old part of the city with its cobbled streets
and interesting shops. She is very happy to talk to anyone who is
interested in seeing this vibrant city. Sally spent another family
Christmas in Megeve, France, staying in a catered chalet, which
works brilliantly for families or groups of friends . This is a great
destination for skiers, snowboarders and non skiers alike.

CAROLINE, has been on a fleeting visit to Mauritius flying Air
Mauritius in order to visit the new Four Seasons Hotel and Anahita
Resort. As usual Four Seasons came up trumps but obviously,
Caroline can speak to you in more detail about these hotels.

DIANA was lucky enough to be able to experience India, staying
firstly in New Delhi, then Gwalior, Orchha, Khajuraho and Varanasi and
will be writing about this in more depth in the next issue of Travelspeak.
She also made brief visits to both Italy and the South of France in
December, and feels that in addition to being wonderful destinations
in Spring, Summer and Autumn, they make great Winter getaways
also, both having very short flight times from London.

GAIL visited St. Petersburg, where she stayed at The Grand Hotel
Europe. Her feeling was that this is one of the most elegant cities in
Europe with a fascinating history and boasting palaces, art,
museums, ballet and opera. She also spent a few days in Cannes and
was lucky enough to sample some of the gastronomic delights in the
restaurants in the old part of town.

India to see
new luxury
train in 2009

A joint venture agreement has been signed by Indian Railways Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) and Cox and Kings India to set up a new
company to be known as Royale Indian Rail Tours that will operate the first
pan-India luxury tourist train. It promises to redefine luxury rail travel, not just
in the Indian market, but throughout the world.

It is expected that the service will be launched in the late summer. The
luxury train will consist of 15 coaches accommodating around 100
passengers and will also feature two restaurants and two bars. Two
itineraries will be offered. The first, to be called the Princely India Tour, will
be a seven-night journey following the Mumbai (station shown above) -
Ahmedabad-Udaipur-Jodhpur-Jaisalmer-Jaipur-Delhi route. A second
itinerary, also seven nights, will operate between Patna and Delhi.



y first safari started with
some strong advice from
colleagues and friends:

“take a head torch, do not forget
the tablets and make sure you have
a soft bag for the small flights.” This
was going to be quite an
experience.

That was the understatement of
the century and the most
memorable trip of all my travels so
far. Our first two nights were spent
at Savuta Under Canvas, the most
luxurious set-up in the middle of
Chobe Park. With a hot shower (en
suite) prepared for you on a coal
fire before dawn and a welcome
cup of tea delivered to the tent, our
days raced by with the most
dedicated team of guides who
were just as excited as we were at
our rare sightings. These included a
wild dog pack, leopard hunting
and two young cubs playing during
the day - we came across the
leopard on the front cover who had
just woken up and was really
relaxed in our presence.

The evenings were spent under the
stars by the campfire with gin and
tonics  (purely for medicinal
purposes of course) and the most
amazing dinners prepared by a
tireless team. Day three of our 5am
starts and midnight bedtimes and |
had never felt more awake or
exhilarated and as a sleeper this was
quite a revelation.

We then spent three glorious nights
at Xaranna and Xudum. The luxury
of these two camps after our initial
tents was quite a culture shock, but
after a soak in our plunge pool, we
all agreed the benefits of both.
Sandibe was our final stop for two
nights, which had a beautiful
traditional feel and incredibly well
established guides who even timed
our sundowners for when the
hippos were feeling playful, though
thank fully not with us.

The attention to detail at all four
camps was stunning; in particular
the staff. What made the trip for me
was that each camp has its own
choir who compete in regional heats
and every evening they put on a
wonderful show for us during
dinner. A big fan of Paul Simons’
Graceland album this moved me to

My first safari...
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tears on a couple of occasions as you
really got to see the characters of the
team and how much fun they had at
all four camps.

Driving along a track at dusk,
turning a corner and coming across
a sandy mound with five young
female lions relaxing in the sinking
sun, then pulling up for a
“sundowner” with a head full of
images of the huge sky, the amazing
experiences of the day and the
sound of hippos in the nearby pool,
does not vaguely do the place
justice but is the image | fall asleep
to most nights now.





