








The Riviera's Golden Mile

The happening buzz of Monte Carlo will appeal to the younger spirit

onaco is one of the most glamorous
holiday destinations on the planet and
perfect for a weekend visit or short city

break. At less than a square mile, there are few places
on earth with so much to see in such a small area.

The Royal Palace, with the quaint changing of the
guard; the fairy-tale legend of the late-Prince
Rainier and Princess Grace; the Monaco Grand Prix
around the Principality's narrow streets; world
famous Grand Casino; Monte-Carlo Rally; the
magnificent setting of the Rocher de Monaco; the
harbour packed with exclusive yachts - it all adds
to up to a truly fascinating destination with plenty
of headline events all year round.

Blessed with over 300 days of Mediterranean
sunshine a year Monaco has been a popular luxury
tourist destination since the middle of the 19th
Century. More recently, Prince Rainier lll, has been
instrumental in establishing and diversifying the
Principality’s commercial importance.

This sophisticated cosmopolitan environment has
also witnessed a refreshing makeover in recent
years and there is a buzz which draws a glitzy,
younger crowd. A vibrant nightlife consisting
various trendy bars and pulsating nightclubs keep
the beat of this city thumping into the early hours
of the morning. Currently, one of the most talked
about venues is the Black Diamond, a discreet
venue where the international jet set knocks back
elegant cocktails and dances the night away.

Getting that jet set look just right is no problem as
Monaco is widely recognised as an international
capital for the world of luxury fashion and
jewellery. The famous “Golden Circle” stands at the
heart of the town with its elegant, de-luxe
boutiques presenting the most prestigious labels.
For an extraordinary concentration of the finest
outlets under one roof head for Monaco’s version
of a shopping centre, Le Metropole, a modern
shrine to all that glitters, even down to the ornate
lighting from grandiose crystal chandeliers.

Hotel Métropole Monte-Carlo
A modern classic in the heart of the Principality

Ideally located on Monte-Carlo’s “Golden Square” next to the Grand Casino,
the Hotel Metropole Monte-Carlo fuses an historic past with contemporary
originality. This fresh inspiration bears the hallmarks of super-talented
interior designer Jaques Garcia, the “Magician of atmospheres’.

The result is a luxurious hotel of 77 rooms and 64 suites with a treasure
chest of facilities and venues to enhance a glamourous sojourn in
glittering Monaco. The pinnacle of stately living is achieved when staying
in the sumptuous “Carré d’Or” suite with its private 110m2 terrace and
panoramic view over Monte-Carlo and the nearby Grand Casino.

The essential meeting place, "Restaurant Joél Robuchon Monte-Carlo’,
recipient of two Michelin Stars, produces a modern, inventive cuisine with
Mediterranean flavours under the leadership of Christophe Cussac. At any
time during the year, surrounded by a calm and unique decor, the
experience is culinary and visual thanks to the concept of an open kitchen
with a Teppanyaki which is used in front of the guests, where transparency
goes hand in hand with quality and conviviality. Joel Robuchon'’s second
restaurant, the newly opened Yoshi has just won its first Michelin star,
featuring Japanese delicacies.

To reflect the vibrancy of Monégasque life guests can partake in a range
of diverse activities through the “Just for You” programme. In-house
options include indulgent spa treatments at the Metropole ESPA Monte-
Carlo or an invitation to the “Table du Chef” with a personal cookery
demonstration by Chef Christophe Cussac himself. Excursions vary from
refined - a private visit to the Chateau Roubine wine estate - to adrenalin-
charged - a day with “Top Gun”aviators culminatingin a thirty minute sky
ride in an Albatross jet fighter. There is even a Formula One experience!
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Soutigue ltallana

Small and elegant hotels occupying prime positions in Rome, the Amalfi Coast
and the surprise destination of the deep South of Italy, Maratea.

hat links the “Eternal City” with the classic
W charms of the Amalfi Coast and with the
best kept secret of Southern Italy? The
answer is simply three very individual hotels that

comprise the Italian collection of Franklyn Hotels, a
rising star in 5 Star European boutique hotels.

What impresses with their Italian selection is the
complete appropriateness of each property to its
location. In Rome the Villa Spaletti Trivelli offers an
elegant townhouse in one of the city’s best districts.
Whilst displaying elegant proportions and period
features it encapsulates the purpose of a boutique city
hotel by offering a privileged but small clientele all the
refinements of the very best hotel whilst making you
feel like a private house guest. You would expect this
from a property that has only recently been
meticulously converted from a private family dwelling
by its owners to a sophisticated urban retreat.

The lure of the Amalfi Coastline is incorrigibly linked
with the dramatic geography and the awe-inspiring
views that result. Casa Angelina seems to surrender to
this notion where other properties nurture frivolous

=

La Locanda Delle Donne Monache, Maratea (asa Angelina, Praiano

details. Its stark, white lines and minimalist decor are
the perfect understatement in lofty Praiano looking
down on the cascade of nearby Positano. Guests will
relish the relaxing atmosphere that lends to a pure
enjoyment of the surroundings.

Travel 1 hour further south of Amalfi and a small
section of spectacular, craggy coastline marks the
spot where the region of Basilicata makes a short but
vertiginous splash into the Mediterranean. Here lies
Maratea, comprising port, middle village and
mountainside medieval town. In the high summer
months there is an invasion of stylish Neapolitans that
recreates the atmosphere of Amalfi. Little known in
the UK Maratea is the best kept secret of the South
with stylish port restaurants, spectacular views and
gateway to a beautiful but rugged interior.

In a truly unexpected location, a former nunnery, at
the top of town, lies our third gem, La Locanda Delle
Donne Monache, that offers surprising boutique
sophistication in quarters that were once home to the
Visitandine sisters mixing ample comforts with the
charm and simplicity of the listed building.

Villa Spaletti Trivelli, Rome

Villa Spalletti Trivelli, Rome

An exquisite and intimate villa, built in the early 1900s. Luxury
Rome Hotel Villa Spalletti Trivelli offers 12 cosseting rooms and
suites, gourmet cuisine and relaxing spa therapies, all located
in the heart of Rome, minutes from the Fontana di Trevi,
moments from the Piazza del Quirinale, and situated within
its own private gardens.

Casa Angelina, Praiano (Amalfi Coast)

Casa Angelina is the perfect place to enjoy Southern Italy's
Amalfi Coast with its enchanting beauty, serene and sun-
kissed alongside the clear blue of the Mediterranean sea. In
style it is calm and classic, balancing intelligent and articulate
service with sleek clean-lined accommodation, paired with
playful pieces of modern art. Rooms are comfortable and
spacious, light-filled and replete with the latest technology.

La Locanda Delle Donne Monache, Maratea

On the Basilicata coast in Maratea lies a carefully restored
eighteenth-century convent 'La Locanda delle Donne
Monache', an immaculate building keeping intact the style
and materials of the historic structure. Originally occupied by
the Visitandine nuns, set in the heart of Maratea's ancient
centre and framed by the roofs of the old medieval village, 'La
Locanda delle Donne Monache' offers the ideal base to enjoy
this up and coming region of Southern Italy.
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Amazing Grace

Captivating hotels on the most stylish islands of the Aegean.

nnovative Grace Hotels has brought old world
glamour into twenty first century vogue with the
recent opening of the grand-hotel-in-miniature
Poseidonion Grace on Spetses, an island blissfully
without motor vehicles, close to Athens.

Built by a Greek tobacco tycoon and opened in 1914,
this legendary hotel became a magnet to high
society. Lovingly restored over a five year period and
increased to 52 rooms and magnificent suites with
state of the art facilities, it has now regained its
former splendour and iconic status. Even the
honeymoon suite has its own swimming pool !

A palm-filled garden surrounds the main swimming
pool, and on a sweeping terrace overlooking the
seafront are two restaurants, plus a third fusion
restaurant opens during high season. The kitchen
garden grows organic fruit, vegetables and herbs
not only for culinary use, but also for the historic
spa, the first hotel spa in Greece to offer wellbeing
treatments almost 100 years ago.

Clockwise from top left :

The Honeymoon Suite's private pool, Poseidonion Grace
Across the lobby, Poseidonion Grace

A private plunge pool, Grace Santorini

A refreshing lunch poolside, Grace Mykonos

The Honeymoon Suite, Poseidonion Grace

A Junior Suite with private plunge pool, Grace Santorini

A superior Suite with private plunge pool, Grace Mykonos
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Romantic dining poolside, Grace Santorini

The Poseidonian Grace is grand in style yet with an
intimate ambience where antique and contemporary
blend seamlessly, evidencing luxuriant comforts
indicative of the Grace boutique ethos.

Spectacularly carved into the cliffs above the
Caldera Bay, on Santorini’s north west coast, Grace
Santorini is an idyllic retreat with a resplendent
infinity pool (one of two swimming pools) around
which guests dine, served from Chef’s new al fresco
Mediterranean kitchen. Most of the 20 suites and
rooms have private terraces and oversized plunge
pools, perfect settings from which to experience
Santorini's glorious and romantic sunsets.

The flagship Grace Suite boasts a hammam, Jacuzzi
and a huge double shower. The two bedroom
configuration has two terraces each with spacious
plunge pools. Grace signature luxuries include the
comfiest imaginable king-size eco-beds swathed in
feather-light goose-down duvets and the crispest
linen, plus a 7-choice pillow menu and essential-oil
room fragrance selection, each inspiring perfect
slumber.

Grace Hotels' greatest triumph lies with its ever
diligent management and staff for whom nothing
is too much effort. A commitment to impeccable
service is matched by the distinctive and individual
style of each property.

Qualities exemplified by the group's first and
consistently successful Grace Mykonos, a hip and
intimate haven of effortless style where traditional
architecture meets contemporary décor. Perched
above the beach of Agios Stefanos, it is just five
minutes drive from trendy Mykonos town and its
legendary nightlife. Fortunately the hotel serves
Champagne breakfast all day! Chic rooms and
suites, cool pool and leisure deck, pampering spa,
fitness room and terrific bar and restaurant inspire
indulgent relaxation.
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A spellbinding setting in the shadows of Mighty Mount Etna
marks the latest acquisitions by Orient-Express in Sicily.

icily, the largest Mediterranean island, has

been growing in popularity as a tourist

destination due to its excellent climate,
magnificent scenery and splendid architectural
legacy. There is a rich history that has seen
occupations by diverse cultures including the
Greeks, Normans and Arabs.

Perched on a 200 metre high rocky spur called
Monte Tauro on Sicily’s East coast, Taormina
overlooks majestic, sweeping bays and to the
South, Mount Etna, often capped with snow
despite the mild climate of the region. The city has
good transport links and is located 40 minutes
from Catania International Airport, which has
direct flights to all major European cities.

Orient-Express have augmented their already
prestigious Italian portfolio with the purchase of two
of Taormina’s principal hotels, the Grand Hotel Timeo
and the Villa Sant’Andrea. The former is considered
the most luxurious property in town whilst the latter
occupies a special coastal position with a private
beach on the Bay of Mazzaro in Taormina Mare.

Built in 1873, the Grand Hotel Timeo is excellently
situated in the historical centre of the city. From
the hotel's panoramic terrace, guests can admire
spectacular views of Mount Etna and the bay of
Naxos. Since the 19th century and the era of the
Grand Tour, the hotel has been popular with an
elite group of international travellers, who enjoy
the hotel’s unique location, swimming pool,
wellness centre and the parkland which surrounds
it. Each guest room has its own terrace and the
hotel's ‘Il Dito e la Luna’ restaurant specialises in
regional Sicilian cuisine.

Villa Sant'Andrea is located on the Bay of Mazzaro,
the heart of Taormina's seaside district. The
atmosphere is that of a private villa, enriched by
paintings and antiques and set in lush gardens just
steps away from a private beach. Several of the
hotel's suites open onto a private terrace. The
‘Oliviero’ restaurant, on a panoramic terrace
overlooking the Calabrian coast, is known for its
fish and seafood specialities.

1. Panoramic view of Taormina

2. Prime position of Grand Hotel Timeo

3. Bedroom, Grand Hotel Timeo

4. Balcont view, Grand Hotel Timeo

5. Aerial of Villa Sant’Andrea and Mazzaro Bay

6. BNreakfast overlooking the bay, Villa
Sant’Andrea
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COCQ Pa‘m R@SQWS - Island Paradises

Simply irresistable retreats in the Maldives

f you are yearning for crystal-clear waters,
dazzling white sands and a serious slice of
pampered luxury then we would seriously
recommend you escape to Coco Palm Resorts in
the Maldives.

Situated on the Baa Atoll, thirty minutes from
Male, Coco Palm Dhuni Kolhu is pure magic.
Reached in style by seaplane, where high above
you will marvel at the bird's eye view of the
turquoise waters, pure white sands and lush
tropical vegetation. The resort has 98 beautiful
thatched villas that harmonise with the natural
environment - either dotted discreetly among the
swaying palm trees fringed by beaches of white
sand , or set on stilts over the crystal-clear waters

of the island’s lagoon. Each of these have a private
sundeck overlooking the house reef and a plunge
pool. Two Sunset Villas include the service of a
butler. From Coco Palm Dhuni Kolhu you can visit
the nearby Island of Hithadhoo to meet some
wonderful local people, or perhaps treat yourself
to the overnight Robinson Crusoe experience...
Coco Style.

Coco Palm Bodu Hithi is forty minutes by
motorcruiser from Male. This beautiful haven on
the North Male Atoll combines the best of
Maldivian traditions with state-of-the-art facilities,
including the magnificent infinity pool. The
resort’s 100 thatched villas feature traditionally
inspired wood and bamboo interiors, but also

Clockwise from top left :

1. A desrtislandexperience at Embudhoo 2. The hotel lobby

3. Plunge pool, Beach Suite 4. Spacious lounge, Beach Suite

have a distinct contemporary aesthetic that
blends perfectly with the verdant
surroundings. The bathrooms are to die for
and the spacious, stylish bedrooms open
onto inviting private pools; and, for each of
the Escape Water Residences a butler is on
hand to attend to your every need.

Both resorts have serene Coco Spas and
have some of the best cuisine served in the
Maldives. All in all - very special &
memorable Coco Palm Resorts moments.

COCO/PALM

RESORTS
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Welcome to Indonesia’s favourite
holiday island destination

ometimes described as “The Island of the
S Gods” there's something very special and very

magical about Bali - probably the best known
of all the islands in Indonesia.

Perhaps it's the warm smiles offered by the locals, the
beauty of the landscape or the enchanting temples
and palaces. Indeed, it's probably a mixture of all
these things and more; its luxury hotels are
considered amongst the finest in the world, with the
very highest levels of service, superb spa facilities and
mouthwatering cuisine.

Bali offers an outstanding variety of styles and
locations for its many famous luxury resorts. This
reflects the changing character of the coastline and
the more cultural and traditional allure of Ubud, the
central hill country wherein resides the true soul and
heart of Bali. To experience the full potential of Bali
one really should combine both coast and interior
into one trip.

Nusa Dua in the far south east witnessed the first true
development of world class “mega” resorts. Along its
famous beaches can be found a cavalcade of
respected luxury resorts. This is manicured world-class
resort heaven exemplified by such names as
Starwood's St Regis Resort and Residences, a
sumptuous property that opened in 2008 offering
every possible element of sophistcated pampering
with a staff to guest ratio of 4:1! The hotel features a
combination of suites, "residences" and villas with
plunge pools and gardens set within a sizeable plot
including 2,820sq metres of recreational space, 350
metres of beachfront and the dedicated Remede Spa
with its glowing onyx lamps set amidst reflecting pools.

On the south western coast lies the distinctly refined
area of Jimbaran Bay with many private villas alongside
well-heeled resorts. The Four Seasons Resort Bali at

1. Four Reasons Resort Bali at Jimbaran Bay
4.COMO Uma Ubud 5. Spa Village Resort Tembok Bali - 6. Four Seasons Resort Bali at Sayan

Jimbaran Bay cascades down a hillside above the
shimmering sea. Its stylish 147 thatch-roof villas feature
a separate Balinese dining pavilion, courtyard and
plunge pool. The spa is a big draw. Spa suites feature
outdoor soaking tubs, cleansing "rainshowers" and a
generous array of treatments. if you want something
more boutique then consider Orient-Express
Jimbaran Puri Bali, a boutique resort on the beach
that has been completely refurbished with a superb
swimming pool and the new Spa at Jimbaran Puri.
There are around 40 thatched cottages in traditional
Balinese style, each with a private garden.

To experience the artistic heartland of Bali one should
spend time around Ubud, the cultural gateway to the
wilder north of the country. Amid the lush hills and
overhanging the Ayung Gorge can be found
spectacular, exclusive and exotic retreats like the truly
indulgent wellness spa, COMO Shambhala Estate (at
Begawan Giri), the well located COMO Uma Ubud or
Four Seasons Resort Bali at Sayan with its unique
circular infinity pool overhanging the valley below.
Built in the style of balinese estates or villages these
resorts offer a spectacular refinement of the Balinese
experience to broaden any luxury holiday on Bali.

The north coast of Bali lies well off the beaten track and
offers a more traditional escape than the more
commercialised southern coastline. The magnificent
backdrop of volcanoes and the mystique of black
volcanic sand complement the natural purity of the
surroundings. Located in the traditional village of
Tembok, where the ancient ways are still part of daily
life, the Spa Village Resort Tembok Bali is a place of
purest serenity. It is a small luxury resort that celebrates
the pursuit of regenerative spa therapies. Everything
about the resort is designed to heal your body, mind,
and spirit. You'll feel your stress melt away as you stroll
down alleys of living bamboo that arch high over head
(title picture) or along the pristine black sand beaches.

2. Jimbaran Puri Bali 3. Remede Spa at St Regis Resort and Residences

7. COMO Shambhala Estate
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MEMORIAL CRUISE

100°

ANNIVERSARY VOYAGE

—Remembering the

TITANIC

The 100th anniversary memorial cruise

he story of the Titanic grips the
T imagination of people throughout the

world; this once in a lifetime
opportunity to be part of a voyage following
the original route that the Titanic took will be
packed with interest and designed for those
with a fascination for the story and also for
those who are looking for a unique
experience.

The cruise will hold a memorial service on the
early hours of the morning of the 15th April
2012 on the surface some 4,000 meters above
the very spot in the Atlantic where exactly 100
years earlier the passenger liner settled
beneath the waves.

The ship being used for the memorial cruise,
The Balmoral, is operated by Fred. Olsen cruise
lines whose parent company, Harland & Wolf,
actually built the Titanic. She will make the
journey with 1309 passengers, exactly the
same number that sailed on the original
voyage.

Onboard passengers will be able to mix with
Titanic Historians and those with a personal
interest. The voyage will include a number of
elements from the original cruise, some of the
food will match the sumptuous menus of the
original voyage, entertainment will include
music and dancing in the style featured in
those glorious times and there will be a
chance to hear first hand from Historians and
relatives who have studied the story.

Cabins for this very special “event” cruise

have been filling up quickly so please contact

us without delay for the latest availability

On Board The Bamoral

Elegant, calm and homely, the Fred Olsen
Balmoral prides itself on offering one of the
most pleasant and comfortable cruises
around.

The Balmoral is named after the world-
famous Scotland home of the Royal Family.
Akin to the rest of the fleet, the Fred Olsen
Balmoral is stately in nature with an
impressive range of facilities and plenty of
room, following a recent interior
refurbishment.

The Balmoral is the grandest ship of the Fred
Olsen fleet, yet still compact enough to offer
a relaxing and homely atmosphere which
makes it the perfect ship to follow in the
Titanics footsteps.




—pedition Cruising In the Pacific

Voyages of discovery with Orion Expedition Cruises

W

Papua New Guinea and Melanesia rank as

some of the worlds most diverse and
absorbing geographic and cultural destinations.
And, the purpose-built five-star expedition cruise
ship Orion provides the perfect base for those
seeking adventures in unspoilt paradise.

or those who truly seek a path less travelled,

On 7th March 2011 Orion will embark on a 16-night
Melanesia exploration of the South Pacific, through
islands unspoilt by tourism. It will follow a unique
itinerary, balancing authentic cultural experiences
with comfortable luxury amenities and must-see
sights with stops that no other cruise has access to.
The ship will visit remote islands settled as early as
25,000 BC by skull worshipping tribes. Today they are
some of the most dive-friendly islands in the South
Pacific, rich in fish and brightly-hued corals. Stroll
pristine white sand beaches, soft underfoot, and
climb the side of a still-active volcano for an
unforgettable view.

Impenetrably dense tropical rainforest, scattered
islands, rugged terrain and active volcanoes
conspire to make Papua New Guinea difficult to
explore. In October 2010 Orion returns to the region
with two voyages to exciting points-of-call including
spectacular Lambom and Lamassa and, for the first
time, evocative Tingwon, Manus, Wuvulu, Sissano,
Hansa Bay and Bagabag which offer exceptional

PRI

cultural experiences. Each day will reveal yet
another aspect to the wonderful diversity of Papua
New Guinea and the breathtaking scenery unique to
this remote land.

Founded in 2005, Australian-based Orion Expedition
Cruises is the leading operator of five-star
expedition cruising in the Australasian region,
operating the 106 passenger expedition vessel
Orion in the Kimberley region, Papua New Guinea,
New Zealand and Antarctica. Following the
company credo “a path less travelled”, the addition
of the 100 passenger Orion Il to the fleet in 2011 will
double capacity and allow expeditions to a wider
range of rarely visited destinations including the
Russian Far East, Borneo, Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia and the Inland Sea of Japan.

Designed for travellers who seek intellectual and
physical stimulation, while enjoying the company of
like-minded adventurous spirits, Orion’s ecologically
sensitive expeditions provide authentic experiences
in remote and seldom visited destinations, allowing
time to relax and absorb the surroundings and
cultures. Onboard, biologists, ornithologists, marine
biologists and historians - members of the
dedicated Expedition Team - and specialist guest
lecturers reveal secrets of destinations visited,
sharing their knowledge and insight to enhance the
travel experience and satisfy the curious.

TALES OF MELANESIA:

TROBRIAND
CRICKET

or how to end tribal warfare by
teaching the locals a civilised
(British) sporting game!

Cricket was introduced to the peoples of the Trobriand
Islands to the South East of Papua New Guinea by a
British missionary, Reverend Gilmour, in the early 20th
century, to replace violent tribal warfare with
gentlemanly sportsmanship.

Unfortunately the locals had different ideas. If the
missionary wanted to end warfare then why not use the
game for this purpose instead. And so it was and
continues to this day! It's war on the pitch...

Not only have the details of the sport such as the number of
players, balls, bats, rules, and uniforms changed, but the
meanings and manner of play have changed so much that
it can hardly be called as a sport any more. Interestingly,
bowling is done underarm style so as to limit injuries since
they view the process akin the old art of throwing spears.
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Carlbbean & The Americas News

@

New stylish eight suite hideaway
on Spice Island of Grenada

In April 2010 the unique Mount Hartman Bay
Estate on the beautiful island of Grenada in the
Caribbean, becomes a very cool and exclusive
hideaway. A boutique hotel, with just eight suites
available, in the Cave House and Folly.

Built into the hillside on its own private
peninsula, this remarkable Gaudiesque property
has its own beach on a beautiful bay protected
by coral reefs. Guests can enjoy the spacious,
cool dining room, that opens up on two sides to
terraces with amazing views, and the vaulted
drawing room, with its slightly wacky, antique
Biedermeier furniture. There is an internal
waterfall that comes through the roof of the main
room and then cascades down alongside the
staircase.

An award winning Chef prepares some of the
best food on the island and the wonderful,
attentive staff are on hand at all times to attend
to your every need. Gadgetry includes
retractable awnings with built-in vaporisers by
the idyllic infinity pool to keep guests cool and
some serious aquatic toys including a 51 ft super
luxury sports boat and sea scooters for exploring
the reef.

All of the suites have king sized beds, many of
them four posters constructed of South
American purple heart wood. Each suite has a
large, private bathroom - some have outdoor
showers - with luxurious bath sheets and linens,
and amenities by L'Occitaine. There's a 42" flat
screen TV in each suite with a CD/DVD player, a
Bose Wave radio/alarm and a local cell phone.

Banyan Tree opens all-pool villa resort

whilst Habita gets trendy down in Acapulco

Acapulco’s luxury scene is getting a head start in 2010
with Banyan Tree Cabo Marques, the new cliff-top hotel
that opens this spring. The all-pool villa resort overlooks
Acapulco Bay in the exclusive Punta Diamante private
residential area, where celebritiess like Elizabeth Taylor,
Frank Sinatra and Elvis Presley used to romp. Each of the
47 private villas is 2,000 square feet in size and has its
own infinity pool.

Meanwhile, in the city’s “Traditional Zone,” the famed
Boca Chica is being restored to its original 1950s
Hollywood-style glamour by new owners, ultra hip
Habita Hotels. Inside, the space has been fully
reconceived by Mexican artist Claudia Fernandez with
lava-rock floors, white plaster walls and vintage
furnishings collected from local markets.

Montana Ranch set to be a hit for
lovers of the “Big Country”

Way out West, a 75-minute drive from the airport at
Missoula, Montana, the Ranch at Rock Creek has been
restored, expanded, and turned into what could be
one of the area’s most seductive resorts. The dream
project of owner James Manley, a Connecticut banker
who searched a quarter of a century for a hideaway
that lived up to his boyhood fantasies, the 6,600-acre
Rock Creek spread, with its rolling hills dissected by
four miles of private river under the big Montana sky,
fit the bill perfectly.

Alrica and Asia News

Tented luxury redefined for new Relais &
Chateaux member, The Serai, Jaisalmer.

The Serai is a small luxury desert camp and spa set in 30-
acres of a 100-acre estate in the Great Thar Desert, Jaisalmer
in northern India. Experience tailor-made trips around the
desert scrub led by expert guides, explore the Jaisalmer Fort
and Jain temples and take a camel safari through the dunes.

There are 21 tents at the camp. One of these is the 'Royal
Suite' with its private pool, spa and lounging tent. There are
fourteen 'Tented Suites' with private veranda, drawing
room, bedroom and ensuite bathroom. Additionally, the six
'Luxury Tents' have private walled gardens and plunge
pools. The tents are designed in keeping with local styles
and the bathrooms are large and luxurious.

Serena to open new luxury Camp in
Kenya, East Africa, in December 2010

The New Lake Elementaita
Serena Camp, will be
located along the shores of
the flamingo and pelican
fringed Lake Elementaita
within  the Soysambu
Conservancy, which s
approximately 120km from
Nairobi and 30Km from
Lake Nakuru National Park.

Offering a blend of
exclusivity and adventure,
the new camp will
comprise 25 luxury tents, a
dining and lounge area, spa
and  swimming  pool
enjoying magnificent views
of the Lake.

QUALITYEXPERIENCES
Recent

SALLY has visited Dublin in the Springtime staying at
the world renowned Merrion Hotel, which is well
located in this vibrant city. She also spent a few days at
the fabulous Abama Resort in Tenerife, which offers a
wide range of activities all round year round and is
suitable for families and couples alike.

CLARE flew out to Mauritius and stayed at the
wonderful Club Med. This property delivers everything
that an active family is searching for in a long haul beach
holiday. The all inclusive nature of this product offers
exceptional value along with plenty to entertain
teenagers both in the day and evening. She also spent
New Year in New York City, which was an experience
not to be missed and we can recommend several hotels
for various budgets. Clare spent a day at Sophie Conran's
exceptional new property in Gloucestershire, Temple
Guiting, which is ideal for bespoke house parties.

CAROLINE has been skiing in both St. Martin de
Belleville, staying in a beautiful catered chalet available
for exclusive bookings, families or smaller groups looking
to join like minded guests and in San Cassiano in Italy
staying at Ciasa Salares which is a family run hotel
beautifully furnished in local style with a great ambience.

GAIL has been back down to Spain in the Winter
months vising Marbella and its environs, which are a
great option for some short haul winter sunshine. She is
heading off to Tuscany and Egypt in the next few
weeks so watch this space for news of these trips!

DIANA popped down to Aix en Provence to visit Le
Pigonnet, one of the areas best kept secrets, within
walking distance of the town centre with its wealth of
culture. She is shortly to visit Jordan which is fast
becoming a very popular destination and will tell all in
the next Travelspeak edition.

KAREN visited The Eternal City recently staying at Hotel
D'Inghilterra in Rome, which is situated just a couple
of hundred yards from The Spanish Steps. She also
visited several of our favourite hotels in Rome and is up
to date with all their news in addition to finding a
complete gem of a hotel which so far nobody else

knows about!
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Shanti Ananda offers an all-round escape from high octane living

paradise, Shanti Ananda Maurice is a luxury

resort with a world class spa. Spread over 36
acres of tropical gardens, flanked by sugar-cane fields
and breathtaking views of the hills and the Indian
Ocean, Shanti Ananda is located in the southern, most
unspoilt part of Mauritius.

T ucked away in an idyllic pocket of Mauritian

Shanti Ananda offers a soothing escape from the
pressures of high-octane daily living, where every
detail is taken care of with ease and a friendly
Mauritian smile. The hotel welcomes all travellers — be
it the single spa goer, a couple seeking a romantic
interlude or families with children and is ideal for
weddings and honeymoons.

The resort comprises 61 spacious suites and villas,
spread across a landscape of fragrant tropical gardens.
All 17 villas located on the beachfront overlooking the
Indian Ocean feature private swimming pools and are
designed to ensure maximum privacy for discerning
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guests. Allaccommodations offer a contemporary yet
timeless blend of Mauritian and African culture and
style, capturing the spirit of Mauritius.

The world-renowned spa at Shanti Ananda is a Zen-
like space spread over 75,000 square foot featuring 25
treatment rooms. The spa’s extensive menu features
body and beauty treatments, integrating the
traditional Indian systems of Ayurveda and Yoga with
Thalassotherapy and contemporary international spa
treatments.

Shanti Ananda’s intimate, fine dining restaurant, Da
Maurizio, offers signature dishes with a Provencal base
and spectacular ocean views. Pebbles Restaurant
serves Mauritian, International and Spa Cuisine in a
relaxed setting, overlooking the resort’s main
courtyard and pools. Before or after dinner, Red
Ginger cocktail bar provides an ideal place to relax
whilst enjoying live performances of traditional
Mauritian music.






